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Going  Half  the  Mile 

Rights  Bill  Hearing  in  New  York  City 


By  Peg  Byron 

NEW  YORK  —  Is  it  necrophilia, 
or  do  lesbians  and  gay  men  really 
believe  the  gay  rights  bill  is  still  not 
dead  in  New  York  City?  For  the 
ninth  time  since  1971,  hundreds  of 
lesbians  and  gays  packed  the  New 
York  City  Council  Chambers  and 
waited  behind  police  barricades 
outside  for  a  hearing  before  the 
General  Welfare  Committee. 

The  committee,  controlled  by 
Council  Majority  Leader  Thomas 
Cuite,  longtime  opponent  of  gay 
rights,  must  approve  the  bill  before 
it  is  voted  on  by  the  entire  City 
Council. 

Fifteen  hours  of  passionate 
testimony  punctuated  with  cheers 
and  catcalls,  were  given  this  year  on 
February  22.  Most  testimony 
against  the  bill  came  from  the 
religious  right  —  Orthodox  Jews 
and  Catholics  —  pitting  their  doc¬ 
trines  against  Intro  1 ,  which  would 
ban  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  in  jobs,  housing  and 
public  accommodations.  The  event 
ended  with  a  predicted  vote  against 
the  bill,  a  civil  disobedience  action, 
and  a  plan  to  get  a  full  Council  vote 
to  discharge  Intro  1  from  committee. 

After  the  6-3  vote  was  taken  at 
midnight,  about  two  dozen  lesbians 
and  a  few  gay  men  sat  down  in 
front  of  the  Committee,  unfurled  a 
banner  which  said  “We  won’t  go 
away  —  Liberation  Now.”  Over 
two  hundred  persons  in  the  au¬ 
dience  held  up  large  pink  paper 
triangles  and  chanted  “Justice! 
Justice!” 

Twenty-one  women  and  three 
men  were  arrested  on  trespassing 
charges  for  refusing  to  leave  city 


hall  after  the  vote  in  an  action 
organized  primarily  by  Wimmin  for 
Womyn  and  Women’s  Pentagon 
Action  members.  They  were  taken 
to  paddy  wagons  waiting  outside, 
and  released  with  summonses  after 
less  than  two  hours. 

The  day  had  been  a  ping-pong 
match  of  pro  and  con  testimony, 
ranging  from  demands  to  be 
“reasonable”  to  threats  of  exter- 
mination.Gay  people  were  frequent¬ 
ly  characterized  as  child  molesters 
and  sado-masochists,  in  a  way 
reminiscent  of  how  early  feminists 
were  accused  of  being  lesbians.  No 
one  speaking  for  the  bill  responded 
by  disowning  cross-generational  or 
s/m  sex  enthusiasts  from  the  gay 
community,  although  some  said 
that  Intro  1  would  not  affect  age- 
of-consent  laws. 

Supporters  for  the  bill  included 
high-ranking  city  and  state  of¬ 
ficials,  gay  and  feminist  profes¬ 
sional  organizations,  clergy  and 
any  individuals  who  wanted  to  sign 
on  to  the  speaking  list.  “The  ploy 
of  most  of  the  speakers  was  that 
they  had  decided  that  this  year  they 
were  going  to  be  ‘rational’, ’’said 
Maxine  Wolfe,  a  woman  who  sign¬ 
ed  up  to  speak.  “I  said  that  I  work¬ 
ed  for  a  lesbian  activist  group  and 
am  a  teacher  in  a  university  and 
have  two  children  .  .  .  and  that  1 
hoped  my  children  would  be  free  to 
be  lesbians. 

“1  thought  people  capitulated 
by  constantly  saying  things  like  this 
wouldn’t  make  there  be  more  les¬ 
bians  and  gays.  But  1  think  that  if 
therewere  models  out  there  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  don’t  die,  thenkidswould 


feel  free  to  choose.  One  of  the  ways 
to  molest  children  is  to  not  allow 
them  choices  about  their  lives.  So 
much  of  the  fear  [at  the  hearing] 
was  dealt  with  by  saying  ‘we’re  not 
going  to  change  anything’,”  Wolfe 
told  GCN. 

Andy  Hunim  and  Allan  Ros- 
koff,  both  spokespersons  for  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (CLGR),  which  does  most 
of  the  organizing  each  year  for  the 
bill,  described  to  GCN  the  various 
backroom  dealings  that  occurred 
before  the  hearing  and  around  last 
November’s  elections,  and  which 
fell  through  in  spite  of  promises 
from  various  politicians. 

“1  was  jerked  around  by  Herb 
Rickman  (Mayor  Koch’s  liaison  to 
the  gay  community)  who  was  call¬ 
ing  me  and  telling  me  he’s  got  this 
thing  and  please  don’t  jeopardize 
it.”  Humm  said. 

"1  never  believed  it  was  going  to 
be  any  different.  1  knew  it  was  go¬ 
ing  to  go  6-3,”  said  Betty  Santoro, 
also  of  CLGR.  She  shared  the  view 
of  many  who  sat  through  the  hear¬ 
ing,  expecting  the  bill’s  defeat. 

“1  don’t  think  that  we  lose 
anything  from  being  here,  except 
that  we  drain  ourselves  listening  to 
these  bigots  call  us  monstrosities,” 
Santoro  said. 

Councilwoman  Marion  Fried- 
lander,  a  vigorous  supporter  of  the 
bill  and  a  member  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  told  GCN,  “It’s  important  to 
get  up  there  before  the  public  and 
debunk  these  myths.  That’s  why  1 
sit  there  and  tackle  these  things.  It’s 
especially  important  because  it  ex¬ 
pands  New  York’s  understanding 


Woman  Convicted  of 
Statutory  Rape  Charge 


By  Jil  Clark 

BARNSTABLE,  MA  —  For  the 
first  time  in  this  state,  a  woman  has 
been  charged  with  statutory  rape  of 
a  male. 

Twenty-eight -year-old  Deborah 
Pisciotta  was  sent  to  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Correctional  Institute  at 
Framingham  last  fall  for  having 
“raped”  her  15-year-old  boy¬ 
friend,  John  Smith  (not  his  real 
name). 

Pisciotta,  who  stands  slightly 
over  five  feet  and  weighs  about  125 
pounds,  had  been  advised  by  her  at¬ 
torney,  an  ex-cop,  to  plead  guilty  to 
having  raped  her  six  foot, 
170-pound  lover. 

Pisciotta  was  recently  paroled, 
having  served  4!/2  months  of  her 
2Vi  year  sentence.  But  if  she  and 
her  boyfriend,  who  is  now  16,  are 
spotted  together  by  the  police, 
she’ll  be  back  in  jail. 

In  an  interview  following  her 
release,  Pisciotta  told  GCN  that  she 
is  not  a  rapist.  “I  think  it’s  a  stupid 
law.  Basically  because  he  doesn’t 
look  16  and  1  didn’t  know  how  old 
he  was  at  the  time.  And  he’s  mature 
enough  to  make  his  own 
decisions.” 

According  to  Pisciotta  and  her 
attorney,  Pisciotta’s  relationship 
with  Smith  was  brought  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  District  Attorney  by 
Smith’s  mother  and  Pisciotta’s 
former  husband,  who  is  currently 
fighting  Pisciotta  for  custody  of 
their  two  children. 

“I  don’t  know  what  [John’s] 


mother  has  against  me  —  except  my 
age,”  she  said.  “My  ex-husband  is 
just  out  to  make  me  look  bad  so  he 
can  get  my  kids.” 

Pisciotta  also  said  that,  in  retro¬ 
spect,  she  believes  that  her  at¬ 
torney,  John  Warren,  was  not  on 
her  side.  Warren  advised  Pisciotta 
to  tell  the  court  she  had  had  sex 
with  Smith,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  witnesses  other  than 
Smith  and  herslf.  Smith  told  GCN 
he  had  never  indicated  he  would 
testify  against  Pisciotta. 

Warren  also  said  that,  even 
though  the  court  believed  that 
Pisciotta  and  Smith  had  a  consen¬ 
sual  sexual  relationship,  “it  is  still 
statutory  rape  .  .  .  because  of 
(Smith’s)  age.” 

“Maybe  the  statutory  rape 
statute  needs  to  be  changed  to  re¬ 
flect  degrees  [of  seriousness]  — 
whether  something  was  of  a  con¬ 
sensual  nature  versus  something 
where  there  was  force  or  subter¬ 
fuge.” 

Warren  refused  to  comment  on 
Pisciotta’s  accusation  that  he  was 
not  on  her  side,  but  he  added  that 
“small  towns  are  very  quick  to  con¬ 
demn  people.  Nobody  inquires  into 
fact.  They  hear  a  term  or  a  cliche 
and  bingo:  one  is  tried,  convicted 
and  hung  in  the  public  square  be¬ 
fore  anyone  listens  to  the  other 
side.” 

That  seems  to  be  what  happened 
last  fall  at  Framingham  Prison. 
Pisciotta  alleges  that,  in  the  first 


Allan  Roskoff  (I),  president  of  New  York  Americans  for  Democratic 
Action,  Joyce  Hunter  (c)  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
and  Ermano  Stingo  (r)  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Independent  Democrats 
in  an  emotional  moment  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  hold  pink  paper 
triangles  aloft  to  protest  (he  vole  against  discharging  Intro  1  from 
committee. 


and  support  for  people  who  are 
hurt  without  this  bill.  And  now  we 
have  a  gay  community  in  every  bor¬ 
ough  that’s  recognized  and  par¬ 
ticipating  as  a  political  force.  We 
didn’t  go  the  whole  mile  today,  but 
at  least  we  went  half  the  mile.” 

The  City  Council  is  expected  to 
vote  on  whether  to  discharge  the 
bill  from  the  Welfare  Committee 


on  March  15.  If  a  majority  of  the  45 
Council  members  votes  for  the  dis¬ 
charge,  the  bill  can  then  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  full  Council.  In  the 
meantime,  CLGR  is  urging  New 
Yorkers  to  write  letters  to  the 
mayor  and  their  Council  members. 
For  names  and  addresses  call  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  at  (212) 
674-8484. 


Florida  Gays  Meet 


week  she  was  imprisoned,  she  was 
beaten  by  “seven  or  eight  inmates 
who  knew  before  1  got  there  what 
I’d  been  charged  with.” 

“After  they  found  out  about 
[John’s]  age  and  what  went  on, 
some  of  the  women  that  beat  me 
turned  out  to  be  my  best  friends  in 
jail  —  real  protective.” 

Prisciotta  said  she  was  also  raped 
by  a  female  prison  guard. 

“This  may  be  a  new  tool  the  state 
can  use  against  women,”  said  John 
Mitzel,  a  Boston  gay  male  activist 
who  met  with  Pisciotta  recently. 
“I’ve  talked  to  a  lot  of  women  who 
like  younger  guys  lately  —  and  they 
are  now  suddenly  paranoid  .  .  . 
that  they’re  going  to  be  seen  as 
monster  predators.” 

Mitzel  added,  “The  cops  have  an 
arsenal  of  tactics  they  use  —  smear 
campaigns,  playing  on  people’s 
fear  —  to  get  someone.  Look  at 
what  they  did  with  Ginny  Foat 
(president  of  California  chapter  of 
National  Organization  for  Women 
who  has  had  old  murder  charges 
brought  against  her).  It’s  a  political 
move;  they’re  trying  to  detroy 
NOW. 

“1  always  panic  when  1  see  the 
state  expanding  its  powers  —  like 
with  their  thing  about  NAMBLA 
(North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association).  It’s  very  sinister  that 
the  state  can  barge  into  anyone’s 
bedroom  and  allege  these  crimes 
and  coerce  people  into  pleading 
guilty  to  a  lesser  charge,”  Mitzel 
concluded. 


By  Tom  Reeves 

MIAMI,  FL  —  The  Fifth  Gay 
Identity  Conference,  held  Feb.  13 
at  Miami-Dade  Community  Col¬ 
lege,  drew  nearly  400  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  making  it  one  of  the 
largest  gay  events  in  South  Florida 
History. 

The  conference  was  sponsored 
by  the  Dade  County  Human 
Rights  Coalition  and  the  college’s 
Institute  on  Sexism  and  Sexuality. 
“Since  we  did  not  have  a  con¬ 
ference  last  year  and  we  moved  the 
site,  we  did  not  expect  such  a 
crowd,”  said  Marilyn  Volker,  In¬ 
stitute  Director.  “The  largest 
previous  conference  drew  about 
350  three  years  ago.” 

After  an  opening  plenary,  par¬ 
ticipants  could  choose  from  21 
workshops  ranging  from  "Com¬ 
ing  Out”  to  “Gay  and  Grey.” 
Three  topics  of  special  concern, 
with  three  or  more  workshops 
each,  were  gay  health  care  (focus¬ 
ing  onSTDs  and  AIDS);  mental 
health  issues  (such  as  “Construc¬ 
tive  Anger”);  and  lesbian/gay 
electoral  politics. 

Keynote  speaker  Tom  Chorlton 
of  the  National  Association  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic 
Clubs  told  an  appreciative  au¬ 
dience  that  gays  have  achieved 
considerable  political  clout. 
“We’ve  stood  up  to  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority  and  thrived.  Now  we  must 
prove  we  are  people  with  impor¬ 
tant  rights,  not  just  a  morality 
issue.”  He  said  the  best  option  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  politics  is 
the  Democratic  Party,  within  and 
through  which  a  number  of  gains 
have  been  made. 

The  response  to  Chorlton’s 
comments  and  to  the  workshop  on 
“Gay  Money  and  Politics,”  led  by 
Bob  Ross  of  San  Francisco,  was 
mostly  positive,  with  only  one  gay 
Republican  dissenting. 

When  Ross  said,  “It’s  easy  to 
find  10  people  with  $150  each  for  a 
candidate’s  dinner,”  no  one  sug¬ 
gested  the  money  might  be  more 


needed  within  the  gay  community 
or  challenged  the  assumption  that 
electoral  politics  is  the  best 
strategy  for  gays  and  lesbians  now. 

Ross  urged  people  to  come  out 
of  closets:  “It  is  painful  for  respec¬ 
table  gays  to  be  open,  but  we  need 
you  to  run  for  everything  from 
Governor  to  dogcatcher.  We  don’t 
need  farces  and  outrageous  peo¬ 
ple.  As  we  get  involved,  we  will 
show  them  that  we  are  not  dif¬ 
ferent  from  them;  that  we  will  not 
grab  their  children  or  attack  them 
in  the  restrooms;  that  we’re  not  a 
bunch  of  screaming  queens  and 
cigar-smoking  women  in  suits  run¬ 
ning  down  streets.” 

Dade  County  Coalition  Chair¬ 
person  Staci  Acker  agreed,  but 
noted  that  even  pro-gay  Florida 
politicians  often  wanted  money 
without  an  endorsement.  “They 
say  it’s  the  kiss  of  death!”  she 
said. 

Although  Dade  County  is  over 
50  percent  black  and  Hispanic, 
and  though  the  college  and  neigh¬ 
borhood  where  the  Conference 
met  are  predominately  so,  only 
about  25  Hispanics  and  10  blacks 
attended.  None  of  six  blacks  and 
six  Hispanics  questioned  thought 
this  was  due  to  prejudice  within 
the  gay  community. 

“Gay  bars  were  the  first  place 
integrated  in  Miami,”  said  a  black 
man. 

A  well-known  activist  from  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified  by  name,  said,  “You’ll 
notice  the  absence  of  topics  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  ‘real  Miami.’ 
Hustling’s  big  here,  yet  no 
workshop  on  that.  Leather  and 
S&M  are  the  biggest  male  scene  in 
town,  but  no  one  mentioned  it 
here.  Not  a  word.” 

An  older  man  listening  shook 
his  head.  “I’ve  lived  in  Florida  all 
my  life.  Just  to  get  these  sheer 
numbers  out  is  an  accomplish¬ 
ment.  Don’t  expect  everything  at 
once.” 


Hoh  Nelson 
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quote  of  the  week 

—  “Nowadays,  when  I  walk  into  a  conference 
room  and  see  two  blacks,  six  women  and  about  30 
middle-age  white  gay  men,  and  see  that  one  of  the 
topics  of  discussion  is  "Developing  Strategies  for 
Social  Change,”  I  can’t  help  but  wonder  why  the 
structure  of  the  meeting  so  closely  resembles  the  out¬ 
side  world  which  is  said  to  be  in  need  of  change.” 

—  John  Hofsess  writing  in  the  New  York  Native 
on  gay  networking  in  the  '80s. 


black  ousted  from  religious  group  for 
sexual  preference 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  nationally  known  black 
theologian  and  historian  has  been  ousted  from  a 
church  academic  society  because  he  is  gay,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  press  release. 

Dr.  James  S.  Tinney  was  expelled  from  the  Socie¬ 
ty  for  Pentecostal  Studies  (SPS)  recently,  after  his  ex- 
communication  from  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ,  the 
largest  black  Pentecostal  denomination  in  the  United 
States. 

Tinney  founded  the  Pentecostal  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  in  1979  and  was  distributing  Coalition 
literature  at  the  SPS  annual  meeting.  This  apparently 
prompted  the  explusion  from  SPS. 

Tinney,  a  professor  at  Howard  University,  says 
he  will  continue  to  attend  SPS  meetings. 


asian  women  will  meet  at  bu 

BOSTON  —  A  one-day  conference  for  Asian  /- 
Pacific  American  Women  will  be  held  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Public  Communication  on  Satur¬ 
day,  March  5. 

The  conference,  entitled  Bridges  to  Ourselves,  is 
presented  by  Asian  Sisters  in  Action  (ASIA)  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  New  England  Regional  Office  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  Workshops 
will  cover  family,  work  and  community.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  661-6130. 


gay  demos  support  feinstein  recall 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Stonewall  Gay  Demo¬ 
cratic  Club  became  the  first  gay  club  to  support  the 
recall  of  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein,  according  to  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter. 

In  a  41-3  vote,  the  club  expressed  its  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  Feinstein’s  association  with  corporate 
interests.  Said  President  Paul  Boneberg,  “Dianne 
Feinstein  is  not  a  friend  of  the  lesbian/gay  community 
and  she  is  not  a  progressive  . . .  We  must  do  what  we 
can  to  stop  this  city’s  being  sterilized  by  the  rich  and 
corporate  interests, and  the  leader  of  that  movement 
is  Diane  Feinstein.” 

Anne  Daley,  veteran  Democratic  activisty,  urged 
caution  and  said,  “I  don’t  think  the  club  should  take  a 
position  at  this  time.  There  are  a  lot  of  things  coming 
down  the  pike  in  the  next  ten  weeks,  and  you  may 
regret  a  hasty  decision.” 


Oklahoma  gays  file  suit  against  cops 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  —  A  lawsuit  alleging  brutality 
and  harassment  at  a  gay  bar  was  filed  February  11  in 
federal  court  against  four  police  officers  and  the  city, 
according  to  the  Oklahoman  and  Times. 

The  suit  claims  that  police  officers  participated 
in  a  “campaign  of  terror,  intimidation,  harassment 
and  abuse”  against  customers  and  employees  at 
Angles,  a  local  gay  bar.  The  suit  also  names  the  city 
and  claims  that  officers  are  not  adequately  trained  to 
respect  the  constitutional  rights  of  citizens  and  that 
the  officers  are“ona  rampage  which  is  beyond  the 
control  of  their  superiors.” 

The  suit  was  filed  after  several  months  of  police 
harassment  which  was  capped  by  a  January  19  inci¬ 
dent  at  Angles.  On  that  night,  a  cop  “opened  a  door 
with  a  customer's  head”  and  “beat  one  customer  be¬ 
tween  the  legs  with  a  flashlightor  nightstick  or  both,” 
according  to  the  suit. 


lesbian  radio  show  on  women’s  day 
program 

BOSTON  —  A  24-hour  radio  show  celebrating  In¬ 
ternational  Women’s  Day  will  feature  a  one-hour  call- 
in  show  for  lesbians  about  life  after  coming  out. 

The  International  Women’s  Day  Radio  Program 
will  air  from  midnight  Saturday  to  midnight  Sunday 
March  6  on  station  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  The  all-day  radio 
show  will  air  music,  features,  children's  stories,  news 
commentary  and  programs  with  an  international 
focus. 

Staying  Out,  the  program  about  lesbians,  will 
have  music,  commentary  and  poetry,  as  well  as  the 
call-in  portion. 


angela  davis  at  arlington  church 

BOSTON  —  Activist  and  author  Angela  Davis 
spoke  to  an  estimated  1000  people  in  Boston’s  Arl¬ 
ington  Street  Church  last  Saturday  night.  Davis'  ad¬ 
dress,  sponsored  by  Cambridge  YWCA,  Margaret 
Fuller  House,  and  the  Cambridge  Commission  on  the 
status  of  women,  was  entitled:  “Women,  Race  and 
Class-  Building  a  Movement  for  All  Women.” 

Her  talk  touched  on  the  historical  connections 
between  the  women’s  movement  and  struggles  for 
racial  equality  —  both  in  the  last  two  decades  and  in 
the  last  century.  Speaking  about  how  racism  and 
classism  have  seriously  divided  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment,  Davis  said  that  all  too  often  “more  priviledged” 
women  —  those  who  are  white,  upper  class  or  middle 
class,  have  acted  out  of  their  own  “self-interest.” 
“There  will  be  no  true  liberation  for  all  until  those 
triply  oppressed”  [by  their  race  and  class]  can  move 
forward,”  Davis  said. 

Davis  mentioned  lesbians  and  gay  men  only 
once  until  the  question-and-answer  period  which 
followed  her  speech.  In  a  note  passed  to  her,  one 
questioner,  mentioning  the  high  proportion  of  les¬ 
bians  involved  in  movements  for  social  change,  asked 
for  a  “visibility  check”  of  lesbians  in  the  audience. 
Between  20  and  30  percent  of  the  crowd  stood  up, 
although,  as  at  least  one  lesbian  commented,  “not 
everyone  could  or  did  stand  up  and  come  out.” 
Following  the  question  about  lesbian  and  gay  rights, 
Davis  also  drew  parallels  between  the  rise  of  racist 
violence  and  the  increase  in  homophobic  assaults. 

One  woman  who  attended  Davis’  talk  said,  “I  was 
disappointed  in  her  speech.  The  analysis  she  presen¬ 
ted  was  simplistic.  I  think  building  a  multi-racial 
movement  is  more  complex  than  just  raising  the  right 
issues.  I  also  felt  she  didn’t  distinguish  between  the 
radical  women’s  movement  and  the  mainstream 
women’s  movement  —  nor  did  she  mention  the  con¬ 
tributions  of  black  lesbian  feminists.” 


pro-gay  report  by  catholics  alive  and  well 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Despite  efforts  by  an  arch- 
dioscean  appointee,  the  work  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
task  force  on  homosexuality  will  go  on  according  to 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

The  task  force  has  been  under  fire  from  conser¬ 
vative  clergy  since  its  publication  of  a  report  which 
calls  for  the  integration  of  sexually  active  homo¬ 
sexuals  into  the  church.  Archbishop  John  Guinn 
recently  appointed  Monsignor  Peter  Armstrong  to 
head  the  church’s  Commission  on  Social  Justice. 
Armstrong  has  been  characterized  by  some  as  the 
“James  Watt”  of  the  Guinn  administration  and  they 
say  that  he  was  appointed  to  destroy  the  work  of  the 
14-person  task  force. 

The  Commission,  however,  voted  8-3  to  support 
the  task  force  and  its  report.  The  task  force  will  now 
proceed  with  its  work,  which  is  to  implement  some  of 
its  54  recommendations  on  homosexuality  and 
church  policy. 


international  lesbian  conference 

PARIS  —  The  International  Lesbian  Information 
Service  (I  LIS)  has  announced  it  will  hold  the  fifth  I  LIS 
Conference  in  Paris  April  1-4. 

The  conference  will  focus  on  the  issues 
surrounding  lesbians  and  motherhood,  but  will  also 
address  other  topics  such  as  work,  sexuality  and 
feminism.  Registration  is  $7.00  and  the  cost  of  the 
whole  weekend,  excluding  transportation,  is 
estimated  to  be  $45.00.  Housing  is  being  coordinated 
by  conference  organizers. 

The  I  LIS  is  an  international  organization  of  les¬ 
bian  groups  whose  aim  is  to  disseminate  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  create  a  lesbian  culture.  To  register, 
write  I  LIS/PL  45,  00251  Helsinki  25/Finland.  Send 
postal  money  orders  only. 


lesbian  playwright  dies 

NEW  YORK  —  Jane  Chambers,  author  of  the 
award-winning  play  Last  Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove, 
died  of  a  brain  tumor  on  February  15  at  her  home. 

Chambers,  45,  was  the  playwright-in-residence 
at  the  Glines,  a  New  York  gay  theatre.  Bluefish  Cove 
is  currently  running  at  the  Fountain  Theatre  in  Los 
Angeles  and  has  been  honored  with  the  Dramalogue 
Critics  Circle  Award,  the  Villager  Downtown  Theatre 
Award  and  the  Oscar  Wilde  Award. 

She  is  the  author  of  A  Late  Snow.  My  Blue 
Heaven  and  Kidzu.  Her  last  play,  The  Quintessential 
Image,  is  to  be  produced  in  the  late  spring. 

She  is  survived  by  her  mother,  two  step-brothers 
and  her  lover,  Beth  Allen. 


boozer  resigns  ngtf  post 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Mel  Boozer,  director  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force’s  Washington  office,  an¬ 
nounced  his  resignation  effective  February  28,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

Boozer’s  resignation  was  requested  by  the  cur¬ 
rent  NGTF  executive  director  Virginia  Apuzzo.  Ap- 
puzo  last  fall  replaced  Lucia  Valeska  who  had  hired 
Boozer  to  monitor  federal  policies  and  regulations. 
Apuzzo  said  at  the  time  of  her  appointment  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  that  she  was  “predisposed”  to 
replacing  Boozer. 

Apuzzo  has  named  Jeff  Levi,  president  of  the 
District’s  Gay  Activist  Alliance,  to  direct  the 
Washington  NGTF  operations. 


milwaukee  raid  cases  closed 

MILWAUKEE  —  All  cases  against  the  eleven 
men  arrested  in  bath  raids  on  January  5  and  6  have 
been  closed,  according  to  Chicago’s  Gay  Life. 

Nine  of  the  eleven  pled  guilty  to  charges  of  dis¬ 
orderly  conduct  so  that  no  record  would  be  kept  of  the 
sexual  nature  of  their  arrests.  The  nine  were  fined 
from  $50  to  $100  each. 

One  man  who  had  wanted  to  fight  the  charge  of 
sexual  perversion  on  constitutional  grounds  bargain¬ 
ed  a  plea  on  the  advice  of  Wiconsin  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (WCLU)  lawyers.  The  WCLU  attorneys  did  not 
think  they  had  a  strong  enough  case  to  warrant 
presentation  to  the  courts. 

One  man  who  fought  the  sexual  perversion 
charge  with  a  plea  of  not  guilty  was  not  prosecuted  by 
the  District  Attorney. 

Police  harassment  of  gays  continues  in  Mil¬ 
waukee  with  cops  picking  up  adult  bookstore  patrons 
and  holding  them  overnight.  Charges  of  “lewd  and 
lascivious”  conduct  are  never  pressed  against  the 
“suspects.”  A  spokesman  said  that  until  someone  is 
willing  to  take  a  harassment  case  all  the  way  through 
the  courts,  the  pattern  of  cops  harassing  gays  will  go 
unchecked.  Lawyers  have  estimated  the  cost  of  such 
a  case  to  be  $21,000. 


thatcher  government  goes  to  bat  for 
motherhood  and  kidney  pie 

LONDON  —  The  government  of  Margaret 
Thatcher  has  established  a  “Family  Policy  Group” 
which  has  authored  a  secret  document  outlining  pro¬ 
posals  to  save  the  British  family,  according  to  the 
London  Guardian. 

The  proposals,  reading  very  much  like  the  in¬ 
famous  U.S.  Family  Protection  Act,  include,  among 
other  things,  encouraging  mothers  to  stay  at  home, 
encouraging  a  program  of  child-rearing  which  will 


cause  the  development  of  “self-reliant,  responsible, 
capable,  enterprising  and  fulfilled  adults,”  and 
changing  the  culture  so  that  "business  and  wealth 
creation  become  more  acceptable.” 

The  proposals,  seen  by  many  as  unworkable,  are 
nonetheless  the  first  integration  of  the  Tory-touted 
virtues  of  church,  family  and  state  into  British  govern¬ 
ment  policy.  According  to  Roger  Moody,  London  gay 
activist,  “This  latest  effort  of  the  government  to 
divide  moral  re-armers  from  moral  anarchists 
especially  targets  single  and  lesbian  mothers,  black 
inner  city  activists  and  radical  gays.” 


News  Notes  compiled  this  week  by  Sue  Hyde. 


I  lien  Slwh 


_ _ _ _ Gay  Community  News,  March  5,  1983  •  Page  3 

News  Analysis 


Gay  Man  To  Test  Fair  Housing  Ordinance 


Bv  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  When  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Ur¬ 
ban  Development  threatened  last 
March  to  cancel  $13  million  in  fed¬ 
eral  funding  unless  the  city  of 
Boston  passed  an  effective  fair 
housing  ordinance,  city  coun¬ 
cillors  went  to  work.  The  council 
dispensed  with  debate  and 
unanimously  approved  legislation 
creating  a  five-member  Fair  Hous¬ 
ing  Commission  to  investigate 
complaints  of  discrimination  in¬ 
cluding,  for  the  first  time  in  any 
city  ordinance,  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference. 

The  Fair  Housing  Commission 
now  awaits  the  hiring  of  a  few  re¬ 
maining  staff  members,  and, 
above  all,  passage  by  the  state 
legislature  of  a  home  rule  petition 
which  would  give  the  commission 
its  only  real  tool  of  enforcement, 
the  authority  to  levy  fines  of  up  to 
$10,000.  That  petition,  which  died 
a  quiet  death  in  the  last  legislative 
session,  must  now  be  formally 
resubmitted  by  the  city  council  so 
that  the  newly-seated  legislators 
may  consider  it.  City  councillors 
contacted  recently  by  GCN  ex¬ 
pressed  some  confusion  as  to  the 
next  steps  required  in  the  petition¬ 
ing  protocol,  but  they  said  the 
council  will  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  resubmitting  the  petition 
in  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  silence  surrounding  the  fate 
of  this  home  rule  petition  might 
give  the  impression  that  the 
measure  simply  disappeared  in  the 
frenetic  waning  days  of  a  legisla¬ 
ture  more  concerned  with  re¬ 


instituting  the  death  penalty  and 
preparing  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  to  ban  abortion.  But  there 
are  indications  that  real  estate  in¬ 
terests,  voicing  self-righteous  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  mention  of  sexual 
preference  to  distract  from  their 
more  rational  fears  of  $10,000 
fines,  successfully  lobbied  to  pre¬ 
vent  consideration  of  the  petition 
in  the  last  legislative  session  and 
will  now  insist  that  the  allowable 
penalty  be  lessened  or  the  or¬ 
dinance  toned  down. 

City  Councillor  Bruce  Bolling, 
who  as  chair  of  the  council’s  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Planning,  Development 
and  Housing  engineered  a  com¬ 
promise  between  the  council  and 
Mayor  Kevin  White  and  drafted 
the  final  version  of  the  ordinance, 
told  GCN  “some  people  thought 
[the  legislation]  went  too  far,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  part  levying  a  fine  up 
to  $10,000.  They  thought  that  was 
too  strict.” 

“The  provision  offering  protec¬ 
tion  on  the  grounds  of  sexual  pref¬ 
erence,  that  was  also  one  of  the 
bones  of  contention,”  Bolling 
said.  But,  the  councillor  added,  “1 
think  that  may  have  been  just  a 
ploy  to  undermine,  to  defeat  the 
legislation.” 

While  the  fate  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  enforcement  powers  hangs 
in  the  legislative  balance,  one 
Boston  gay  man  has  already  taken 
a  discrimination  case  to  the  Boston 
Housing  Court. 

Gary  Szatko  was  evicted  eleven 
days  after  moving  into  his 
Marlborough  Street  apartment 


because,  he  says,  his  landlady 
learned  he  was  gay.  Szatko  found 
the  apartment  last  July  6  after  pay¬ 
ing  a  fee  to  a  Back  Bay  rental  agen¬ 
cy.  He  signed  a  rental  agreement 
with  the  agent  and  moved  in  on 
August  1,  only  after  repeated  un¬ 
successful  attempts  to  notify  the 
landlady  that  the  apartment  need¬ 
ed  repair.  Two  weeks  later,  Szatko 
received  a  letter  from  the  landlady, 
Virginia  Fehrmann  of  Belmont, 
ordering  him  out  of  the  apartment 
by  September  30.  The  letter,  head¬ 
ed  “Notice  to  Terminate  Tenancy- 
at-Will,”  gave  no  explanation  for 
the  eviction. 

in  October,  after  Szatko  had  re¬ 
fused  to  leave  the  apartment, 
Fehrmann  began  eviction  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  Housing  Court. 
Szatko  responded  by  demanding  a 
jury  trial. 

In  a  statement  filed  with  the 
court,  Szatko  alleges  that  “Mrs. 
Fehrmann’s  continued  assertions 
that  she  just  wanted  me  out,  that  1 
had  broken  no  rules  and  not  viol¬ 
ated  any  provisions  of  the  lease, 
coupled  with  a  consistent  refusal 
to  answer  my  telephone  calls  or 
communicate  with  me,  have  given 
rise  to  a  belief  that  she  chose  to 
evict  me  upon  learning  that  I  am 
gay  and  for  no  other  reason.... She 
also  made  specific  comments  ex¬ 
tremely  derisive  towards  gays  in 
two  separate  conversations  with 
tenants  in  the  building.” 

Fehrmann,  however,  denies  the 
charge.  “It  had  nothing  to  do  with 
sexual  preference  at  all,  not  at  all. 
He  would  just  like  to  jump  in  and 


Man  Sues  Am.  Exp. 


Bv  Jil  Clark 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  —  The 
owner  of  a  burgeoning  eight- 
month-old  gay  business  is  suing  a 
giant  credit  card  company  for  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation. 

The  American  Express  Credit 
Card  Service  has  dropped  The  Con¬ 
nector,  a  gay  male  telephone  sex 
line,  owned  by  A1  Hall  from  its  list 
of  service-type  businesses  author¬ 
ized  to  accept  American  Express 
payments. 

In  a  meeting  with  Hall’s  attorney 
on  January  31,  District  Sales/Mar¬ 
keting  Manager  Bruce  Stahley  ex¬ 
plained  that  it  would  not  be  in  the 
“best  interests”  of  American  Ex¬ 
press  to  work  with  “these  people,” 
nor  would  it  fit  the  company’s 
“image.” 

Stahley  has  denied  knowing  of 
heterosexual-oriented  tele¬ 

phone  advertisements  using  the 
American  Express  logo,  according 
to  Hall. 

Hall  does  not  believe  this.  He 
added,  “Just  take  a  quick  glance  at 
the  yellow  pages’  ’massage’  listings 
and  you’ll  see  that  American  Ex¬ 


press  has  no  such  ‘image’  problem 
when  it’s  a  heterosexual  (service). 
This  is  anti-gay  discrimination, 
pure  and  simple.” 

Hall  filed  a  $10  million  suit  last 
week,  claiming  that  the  American 
Express  San  Francisco  office  has 
violated  a  city  ordinance  which  out¬ 
laws  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  in  public  accom¬ 
modations,  as  well  as  violated  the 
civil  rights  act  which  prohibits 
business  establishments  from 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race, 
creed,  religion,  color  or  sex. 

Hall  said  he  is  also  seeking  a  writ- 
t.n  apology  “to  me  and  the  gay 
community”  from  American 
Express. 

Prior  to  filing  the  suit.  Hall’s  at¬ 
torney,  Lee  Harter,  sent  a  letter  to 
American  Express  containing 
fifteen  pages  of  massage  and  escort 
ads  from  the  yellow  pages,  all  of 
which  were  geared  toward  hetero¬ 
sexuals.  Among  those  which  of¬ 
fered  payment  by  American  Ex¬ 
press  were  many  explicit  telephone 
sex  ads  from  around  the  country. 
One  ad,  from  Diana’s,  read,  “Call 


me  and  I’ll  share  my  most  cock- 
tingling,  prick-swelling  fantasies 
with  you  now.” 

In  his  letter  to  American  Express, 
Harter  demanded  a  clear  statement 
of  the  company’s  policy  regarding 
gay  businesses. 

“The  most  disturbing  aspect  of 
this  discussion  arose  when  Mr. 
Stahley  indicated  there  were  no  for¬ 
mal  standards  of  what  was  and 
what  was  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  company,  nor  were  there  any 
criteria  in  deciding  what  was  a  pro¬ 
per  ‘image,’”  wrote  Harter,  refer¬ 
ring  to  his  January  31  meeting  with 
Stahley. 

Harter  continued,  “Quite  frank¬ 
ly,  this  termination  appears  to  be 
discriminatory  against  this  gay-run 
operation  for  no  other  reason  than 
Mr.  Stahley’s  moral  judgment  on 
homosexuals.” 

Hall  said  that,  since  he  filed  suit, 
American  Express  officials  have 
“attempted  to  cover  up  the  [anti¬ 
gay]  discrimination  by  terminating 
other  [sex  service]  accounts  [which 
are  geared  toward  heterosexuals] 
....  But  this  is  after  the  fact,  so  it 
won’t  stand  up  in  court." 

Carole  Henmi,  the  Territory 
Manager  at  the  San  Francisco 
American  Expres  office  and  the 
person  who  informed  Hall  that  the 
company  was  revoking  his  permis¬ 
sion  to  use  the  AmEx  logo,  said 
that  neither  she  nor  Stahley  would 
make  any  comment  about  the  case. 

Hall,  a  five-year  veteran  of  tele¬ 
phone  solicitation  trade,  explained 
how  the  sex  line  works:  "Callers  are 
presented  with  three  options,  strict¬ 
ly  ‘J.O.’  calls;  get  acquainted  or  get 
together,  local  calls;  or  s/m  conver¬ 
sation.  The  customer  is  connected 
by  computer  to  another  customer 
on  hold.”  Hall  said  he  has  over 
1000  subscribers,  50  percent  of 
them  in  the  Bay  Area. 

Hall  told  GCN  that  when  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  applied  for  American  Ex¬ 
press  authorization  in  December, 
he  referred  to  his  business  as  a  com¬ 
puter  operated  telephone  confer¬ 
ence  company.  He  admits,  “We 
did  not  indicate  it  was  sexual  or  gay 
...  but  we  didn’t  hide  anything 
either.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


DEMONSTRATORS  SUPPORT  THE  BOSTON  18 
Pickets  at  the  Federal  Building  protest  the  February  15  jailing  of  the 
Boston  18.  This  group  of  men  and  women  on  January  5,  1981,  blocked 
the  entrance  of  a  Boston  draft  registration  office  to  resist  draft  registra¬ 
tion  and  the  U.S.  arms  buildup.  After  two  years  of  appeals,  which  final¬ 
ly  did  not  free  them,  the  18  decided  to  enter  Federal  prisons  on  February 
15,  in  solidarity  with  a  group  of  44  women  in  England  scheduled  to 
stand  trial  that  day  for  disarmament  actions  there.  All  of  the  Boston  18 
are  serving  30  day  sentences,  which,  according  to  a  press  release  issued 
by  the  group,  are  meant  to  discourage  others  from  protesting  the  draft. 


say  that  so  that  he  can  sue  me  like 
he’s  doing  and  that’s  up  to  the 
court  to  decide,”  she  told  GCN. 
“They  just  have  to  look  and  see 
that  I’ve  had  tenants  as  far  back  as 
twenty  years  that  are  gays.  The 
first  block  of  Marlborough  Street, 
most  of  the  tenants  you  get  are 
gays.  So  1  don’t  know  what  he’s 
talking  about.” 

Fehrmann  refused,  however,  to 
explain  her  reasons  for  evicting 
Szatko,  referring  all  further  in¬ 
quiries  to  her  attorney. 
Fehrmann’s  attorney,  Jeffrey  Blei- 
weis  of  Boston,  refused  all  com¬ 
ment  on  the  matter. 

Szatko’s  experiences  so  far  have, 
demonstrated  amply  the  need  for  a 
fair  housing  ordinance  and  tor 
similar  legislation  to  prevent 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  preference  in  other  areas.  Even 
with  the  brand-new  ordinance 
(Szatko’s  case  will  be  the  first  in 
the  city  to  test  the  sexual 
preference  provision),  Szatko  has 
found  considerable  difficulty  in 
getting  guidance  and  legal  advice. 

The  Boston  Fair  Housing  Com- 
mision  is  not  yet  fully  equipped  to 
handle  his  case.  The  Massachu¬ 
setts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  has  reiterated  an 


earlier  position  that  it  will  not  con¬ 
sider  cases  of  discrimination  based 
on  sexual  preference.  Greater 
Boston  Legal  Services,  a  public 
legal  aid  organization,  said  it  could 
not  represent  a  client  who  wished 
to  charge  sexual  preference 
discrimination. 

So  Szatko  has  hired  a  private  at¬ 
torney  and  has  spoken  with 
Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders  about  the 
possibility  of  further  legal  help 
from  that  group  in  the  future.  His 
trial,  now  scheduled  for  Monday, 
March  7,  should  help  to  clarify  the 
slate  of  fair  housing  in  Boston. 


Legislative  Update 


By  Loie  Hayes 

Gay  activists  are  busy  in  states 
across  the  country  trying  to  pass 
legislation  to  prohibit  or  curtail 
discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  The  bills  vary  in 
breadth  of  protection  with  some 
covering  only  employment  and 
others  banning  all  forms  of  anti¬ 
gay  bias.  Many  states’  proposals 
are  modelled  after  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  gay  rights  law.  Just  last  year 
Wisconsin  became  the  first  state 
to  provide  equal  protection 
under  law  for  gays  and  lesbians. 
What  follows  is  an  overview  of 
some  of  the  campaigns. 

For  the  first  time,  a  gay  rights 
bill  has  been  introduced  to  the 
Indiana  Legislature.  The  bill 
would  amend  the  state  civil 
rights  code  to  prohibit  all 
discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation.  It  is  unlikely  the  bill 
will  pass  in  its  first  try  but  it’s  in¬ 
troduction  is  seen  as  the  impor¬ 
tant  first  step  toward  possible 
passage  in  1984.  Indiana  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  met  with  the  bill’s  spon¬ 
sor,  Senator  Louis  Mahern,  on 
Jan.  15  to  plan  local  and  state¬ 
wide  organizing  in  support  of 
the  bill. 

In  New  York  state  a  compre¬ 
hensive  gay  civil  rights  bill  will 
soon  be  re-introduced  as  will 
various  bills  related  to  child 
custody  and  visitation  rights, 
discrimination  in  college  admis¬ 
sions  and  financial  aid  and  ex¬ 
tension  of  benefits  to  spouse 
equivalents.  The  New  York 
State  Lesbian  and  Gay  Lobby  is 
coordinating  efforts  to  pass 
these  bills. 

Two  gay  rights  bills  will  be  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Oregon  Legisla¬ 
ture  in  early  1983.  One  is  a  com¬ 
prehensive  amendment  to  the 
state’s  civil  rights  statute  while 
the  second  addresses  only  the 
right  to  employment.  A  coali¬ 
tion  of  gay  and  feminist  lobby¬ 
ists  are  working  on  the  bill. 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men  are  also  actively 
lobbying.  Supporters  of  the  bills 
are  very  optimistic.  Jerry 
Weller  of  the  Right  to  Privacy 
Lobby  in  Portland  says,  “1983 
may  be  the  year  for  gays  in 
Oregon.” 

The  Connecticut  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  is  also  optimistic  about 
passage  of  a  comprehensive  gay 
rights  bill  recently  re-introduced 
in  the  Connecticut  legislature. 


The  House  of  Representatives 
has  been  the  most  difficult  bat¬ 
tleground  for  the  bill  in  past  ses¬ 
sions.  This  year,  the  bill’s  spon¬ 
sor  since  1976  is  now  the 
Speaker  of  the  House.  The  new¬ 
ly  formed  Coalition  met  in  its 
first  statewide  meeting  on  Feb. 
13.  “Support  lor  the  bill  is  really 
snowballing,”  according  to 
Nancy  Buckwalterol  ihv  Coali¬ 
tion. 

A  comprehensive  amendment 
to  the  Washington  state  civil 
rights  code  to  extend  protection 
to  all  sexual  minorities  has  been 
introduced  to  that  state’s 
legislature.  The  first  committee 
hearings  are  slated  for  March  4. 
The  Dorian  Group,  which  is 
lobbying  for  the  bill,  is  hopeful 
it  will  be  turned  out  favorably 
from  committee.  The  newly 
won  Democratic  control  of  both 
the  House  and  Senate  is  a  sign  of 
possible  passage  this  session. 

For  the  past  six  years  a  gay 
and  lesbian  employment  rights 
bill,  AB1,  has  been  introduced 
in  the  California  Assembly. 
After  passage  of  Wisconsin’s 
comprehensive  gay  rights  law, 
California  activists  in  consulta¬ 
tion  with  Assemblyman  Art 
Agnos,  the  bill’s  main  sponsor, 
decided  to  stay  with  the  momen¬ 
tum  behind  the  employment  bill 
instead  of  beginning  a  new  cam¬ 
paign  for  more  comprehensive 
legislation.  Cleve  Jones,  an 
Agnos  aide,  is  cautiously  op¬ 
timistic  of  passage  in  the  Labor 
Committee  on  Feb. 22  and  in  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
the  second  step  before  the  bill  is 
sent  to  the  Assembly  floor.  This 
session  would  be  the  first  time 
the  bill  has  come  up  for  vote  by 
the  entire  Assembly. 

In  Minnesota  a  lesbian  repre¬ 
sentative,  Karen  Clark,  and  a 
gay  senator,  Allan  Spear,  have 
introduced  a  comprehensive  gay 
rights  bill  into  the  legislature. 
Judiciary  Committee  passage 
seems  likely  with  Spear  the  chair 
of  the  Senate  committee  and 
another  pro-gay  rights  legislator 
heading  up  the  House  Judiciary. 
Lobby  ’83  is  the  citizens’  group 
behind  the  legislative  campaign. 
They  are  also  promoting  a 
Racial,  Ethnic  and  Sexual 
Violence  Bill  and  a  Consenting 
Adults  Bill  which  would  repeal 
state  sodomy,  adultery  and  for¬ 
nication  laws. 
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Community  Voices 


either  way 

( lentlepeopl'’ 

i>.»i  ,.i»s  Kditor,  David  Morris,  is  generally 
rifht  on  largei,  but  in  his  29  January  83  article  on 
Mayor  Fcinstein  recall,  I  was  misquoted,  and  in 
that  regard  I  wish  to  clarify  my  comments. 

Whoever  is  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  after  the 
election  on  26  April  will  have  to  stand  for  reelec¬ 
tion  in  November  as  well.  Should  Mayor  Fein- 
stein  be  recalled,  there  is  little  doubt  that  a  more 
progressive  mayor  would  be  chosen  from  among 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  The 
point  I  was  making  is  that  whichever  Supervisor 
becomes  Mayor,  she  will  have  to  immediately 
mount  an  expensive  campaign  for  retention.  The 
fact  is  that  its  easier  for  conservatives  to  raise  big 
downtown  money  that  it  is  for  progressives 
(somehow  it  has  to  do  with  whether  one 
subscribes  to  the  notion  that  whatever  is  good  for 
the  Bank  of  America  is  good  for  us  all). 

In  that  context,  then,  it  is  perfectly  likely  that 
the  result  of  a  Dianne  recall  is  a  conservative 
Mayor  after  the  November  election. 

Athur  M.  Morris,  111 
San  Francisco,  CA 

head  in  the  sand 

Dear  GC7V: 

Something  really  frightening  has  been  happen¬ 
ing  in  New  York’s  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  harassment 
campaign  against  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
l  ove  Association,  the  Committee  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Male  Socialists  held  a  forum  on  NAMBLA. 
the  meeting  was  well  attended  by  people  from 
many  different  sectors  of  the  community;  and 
there  was  a  generally  good  discussion.  Based  on 
many  suggestions  and  questions  raised  at  that 
forum,  some  people  got  together  to  form  an  on¬ 
going  committee  to  defend  NAMBLA,  raise 
issues  to  the  community,  and  hopefully  be  around 
to  act  should  the  government’s  attack  on 
NAMBLA  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  community. 

We  formed  the  “Stop  the  Witch-hunt  Commit¬ 
tee"  and  decided  to  hold  an  open  forum  to  raise 
the  importance  of  defending  NAMBLA  to  the 
Community.  We  began  to  invite  panel  speakers, 
who  though  all  agreeing  that  NAMBLA  has  a 
right  to  exist  and  should  be  defended,  might  have 
radically  differing  views  on  the  goals,  aims,  and 
ideas  of  NAMBLA.  We  hoped  that  the  forum 
would  be  something  where  discussion  could  take 
place,  air  the  issues,  and  start  to  ready  the  com¬ 
munity  to  defend  itself.  Then  we  tried  to  find  a 
place  to  hold  the  lorum. 

Not  a  single  gay  space  would  let  us  rent  a  hall. 
Most  of  the  movement  spaces  that  have  been  pro- 
lesbian/gay  in  the  past  turned  us  down.  We  tried 
MCC.  We  tried  Beth  Simchat  Torah,  the  “gay 
synagogue.”  We  tried  places  the  community  has 
met  for  many  years:  Greenwich  House, 
Washington  Square  Church,  Millenium 
FilmWorks.  “Sorry,  the  issue  is  loo  controver¬ 
sial.”  “Sorry,  we’re  booked  until  August  (!).” 
One  place  almost  gave  us  a  hall;  when  we  called 
back  to  confirm,  we  were  told  that  “someone  else 
is  already  scheduled  for  then  ...”  Finally,  we 
did  find  a  place,  the  Taller  Latino  Americano,  a 
left-wing  Latin  cultural  space.  For  this  we  are 
very  grateful.  But  we  are  saddened  to  receive  such 
a  response  from  our  own  community. 

Parts  of  the  community  are  sniggering  and 
making  jokes  that  we’ve  been  having  trouble 
finding  a  space.  People  keep  talking  about  “how 
controversial”  the  whole  issue  is,  but  then  don’t 
want  to  have  any  part  in  resolving  those  con¬ 
troversies.  It’s  worth  noting  that  when  the  New 
York  limes  printed  an  editorial  asking  for  “de¬ 
cent  homosexuals”  to  distance  themselves  from 
NAMBLA,  a  leader  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights  went  on  TV  and  wrote  an  open 
letter  to  deny  that  NAMBLA  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  lesbian  and  gay  community!  Gay  people 
are  not  sick  child  molesters,  they  said. 

I’m  not  a  boy  lover.  I  do  think  NAMBLA  must 
be  defended,  and  in  fact  I  don’t  have  that  many 
differences  with  its  political  program.  I  also 
respect  the  right  of  people  to  disagree  with 
NAMBLA.  Certainly  the  women’s  community 
has  many,  many  questions  about  NAMBLA  that 
need  urgently  to  be  discussed.  But  the  U.S. 
government  is  going  after  NAMBLA.  They  aren’t 
doing  this  to  “protect  children.”  (The  draft?  The 
MX  missile?  The  new  “squeal”  laws  about  con¬ 
traception?  Prayer  in  schools?)  They’re  going 
after  NAMBLA  as  the  first  part  of  an  attack 
against  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  This 
should  be  obvious  especially  to  people  in  New 
York  City:  the  Blue’s  Raid,  the  closing  of  many 
lesbian  and  gay  bars  (Dutchess,  Deja  Vu,  96 
West,  Haymarkei',  ire  all  just  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.  If  the  authorities  succeed  in  crushing 
NAMBLA,  our  differences  of  opinion  won’t 
matter.  We’ll  all  be  next,  no  matter  what  we  say 
or  do  to  the  contrary. 

We  must  discuss  our  differences.  We  must 
workout  i  he  problems  that  have  kept  much  of  the 
commit  nil  so  hostile  to  NAMBLA.  But  we  soon 
won’t  have  this  luxury  if  we  bury  our  heads  in  the 
sand  and  wail  ’till  they  come  knocking  at  our 
doors. 

In  anger  and  in  struggle, 

Ian  Daniels 
New  York,  NY 

P.S.  The  forum,  entitled  “Sexual  Liberation, 
NAMBLA,  and  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty”  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  February  27,  at  3:00 
pm  at  l  aller  I  anno  Americano,  19  West  21st  St., 
i  n  New  York  City. 


‘gay’  disease? 


Dear  Editor, 

Recently  there  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  discussion  of 
‘gay’  dieseases:  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma,  AIDS  (ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrom),  herpes  and 
others.  Some  persons  seem  to  have  taken  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  these  diseases  among  gay  men  as 
another  excuse  for  their  homophobia. 

I  would  like  to  take' these  people  to  task  for 
their  narrow'  minded  perception  of  reality. 

First,  to  have  ‘gay’  diseases  there  would  need  to 
be  some  basic  biological  difference  between  ‘gay’ 
and  ‘straight’  men.  Apparently  there  is  no  such 
difference  since  no  medical  difference  has  been 
found  during  the  last  2,000  years  of  history.  No 
difference  has  been  found  despite  considerable 
effort  and  research  by  some  very  scientifically 
minded  homophobes.  Even  the  American 
Psychological  Association  and  the  American 
Psychiatric  Association  have  given  up  calling 
queers  sick  just  because  they  are  queer. 

Second,  there  is  currently  an  epidemic  of 
cancerous  disease  in  the  United  Stales.  This 
became  apparent  in  1976  when  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  announced  that  there  was  a  5%  increase  in 
cancer  in  1975  after  the  annual  increase  had  been 
1  %  for  twenty  years.  This  five-fold  increase  was  a 
red  flag  to  biostatisticians  like  myself.  I  became 
alarmed  and  got  out  my  epidemiology  statistics 
and  Poisson  distribution  and  predicted  that  by 
1980  about  one-third  of  the  U.S.  population 
would  have  cancer.  By  1978  the  government 
prediction  was  that  24%  (one  fourth)  of  us  would 
die  of  cancer.  Apparently  I  was  correct.  Early  this 
year  I  heard  that  the  government  had  announced 
that  three  out  of  five  (60%)  of  the  population 
alive  now  could  expect  to  die  of  cancer. 

That  is  an  epidemic. 

Kaposi’s  sarcoma  is  only  one  small  part  of  that 
epidemic. That  epidemic  is  much  more  wide¬ 
spread  than  just  a  few  hundred  gay  men  in  San 
Francisco,  New  York  and  Los  Angeles.  And  it  af¬ 
fects  more  than  the  skin.  It  is  affecting  all  organs 
of  human  bodies  among  male,  female,  straight, 
gay,  child,  adult,  and  all  the  strata  of  society: 
Furthermore,  no  one  seems  to  have  the  first  clue 
as  to  what  causes  it.  Asa  statistician  of  25  years,  1 
cannot  imagine  any  research  technique  which 
would  enable  the  scientific  community  to  decide 
what  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  epidemic  are. 
Even  if  the  Defense  Department  budget  were  to 
be  spent  on  research,  I  doubt  that  the  cause  could 
be  located. 

It  is  obvious  to  many  of  us  diet  conscious  peo¬ 
ple  that  the  cause  lies  within  the  multitude  of 
poisonous  chemicals  used  by  the  American  food 


industry:  EDTA,  BHA,  BHT,  malathion, 
sodium  propionate,  sodium  polysobate,  polysor- 
bate  80,  DDT,  etcetera,  etcetera,  etcetera.  A  trip 
to  the  grocery  store  to  read  the  list  of  ingredients 
in  our  foodstuffs  will  ama/e  and  appall  anyone. 
A  look  at  the  advertisements  in  an  agri-business 
magazine  will  show  you  what  chemicals  you  will 
eal  in  your  next  salad.  For  some  things  it  is 
necessary  to  have  a  college  degree  in  biochemistry 
just  to  pronouce  the  names.  These  poisons  are  put 
there  to  kill  what  eats  the  food  and  preserve  it  for  . 
human  consumption.  Then,  we  are  expected  to 
eat  it. 

I  don’t. 

Rachel  Carson  was  the  prophet  of  this  epidemic 
and  warned  us  in  her  book  Silent  Spring. 

Thirdly,  where  in  all  this  disease  etiology  of 
‘gay’  and  ‘straight’  men  do  we  put  the  bisexual 
men?  According  to  the  Kinsey  report  they  were 
24%  of  all  men  in  1947.  There  are  more  of  them 
now  and  most  of  them  are  nice  married  men  and 
lathers  of  families.  Where  in  the  epidemic  do  we 
fit  all  these  fathers,  brothers  and  sons  who  make 
love  with  women  and  men  both?  Are  these  ap¬ 
parently  ‘straight’  men  carrying  these  dreaded 
‘gay’  diseases  home  to  their  families?  Apparently 
not.  Or  at  least  it’s  not  noticeable  in  the  statistics 
about  ‘straight’  men. 

My  own  guess  for  the  diseases  appearing 
among  gay  men  first  is  that  many  single  gay  men 
live  life  in  the  fast  lane.  Compared  with  the  ‘mid¬ 
dle  class’  we  tear  down  the  highway  at  breakneck 
speed.  We  are  prime  consumers  of  psychedelic 
chemicals:  speed,  acid,  coke  and  poppers  to  name 
a  few.  And  we’d  rather  bolt  down  ‘southern’  fried 
chicken,  french  fries  and  chemical  beer  on  the 
way  to  the  tubs  than  go  home  and  cook  a 
nutritious  meal.  These  fast  food  places  do  not 
even  put  lists  of  ingredients  out,  yet  I’m  sure  there 
are  more  chemicals  in  ‘southern’  fried  chicken, 
french  fries  and  chemical  beer  than  there  are  in 
nail  polish. 

The  modern  ‘shake’  no  longer  contains  milk  so 
cannot  by  law  be  called  a  ‘milkshake’  any  more. 
Proper  terminology  would  be  ‘cellulose  shake.’ 
Swallow  that  one! 

All  in  all,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  terminology 
‘gay  diseases’  was  invented  by  the  successors  to 
Anita  Bryant.  Those  people  need  that  same  treat¬ 
ment  gay  people  gave  Anita:  A  pie  in  the  face! 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Hall,  Ph.D. 

Biostatistician 
Crazy  Owl 

Accupressurist  and  poet 


Marketing  Director 

(formerly  Promotions  Manager) 
Responsible  for  designing  and  im¬ 
plementing  campaigns  to  increase 
GC/V’s  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales.  Experience  in  marketing  helpful. 
Full-time.  Health  insurance  and  paid 
vacation.  Position  open  now,  starting 
date  flexible.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
Cindy  Patton,  GCN  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 
426-4469. 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible, 
your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or 
less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
be  published,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request.  Address  letters  to: 
Community  Voices,  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


A  VERY  SPECIAL  THANK  YOU  - 

To  all  you  new  sustainers  who  have  joined  us  since 
January  1st.  And  warm  regards  to  each  of  our  1982  Sus¬ 
tainers.  We  hope  the  “February  Blahs”  aren’t  slowing 
any  of  you  down!  (P.S.  It’s  never  too  late  to  become  a 
GCN  sustained  How  about  it  New  Yorkers?) 


|  THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

S  □  YES,  l/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
5  build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I  I/We  pledge  to  contribute 
|  □  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

|  □  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

I  □  $300  □  $540  □  _ 

||  The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 
|  □  one  □  two  □  four 

‘  name _ 

;  address  _ _ _ _ 

j  •  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

|  •  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential, 
j  •  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
j  name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

I  •  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 
UlaltaGCI^sustainers,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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Speaking  Out 


Political  movements  in  America  have  continually  been  subjected  to  surveillance  in  the 
guise  of  judicial  process.  The  Grand  Jury,  an  imposing  sounding  but  nebulous  entity,  allows 
for  a  wide  range  of  information  gathering  with  all  too  few  individual  rights.  Last  year,  when 
the  Nyack  Brinks  truck  robbery  seemed  to  be  leading  toward  a  wide-spread  tishing  expedi¬ 
tion  in  the  feminist  and  left  communities,  GCN  reprinted  a  pamphlet  prepared  by  the  Grand 
Jury  Project  and  others.  With  the  increasing  pressure  to  investigate  NAMBLA  members, 
many  individuals  may  encounter  FBI  officials  or  even  a  Grand  Jury.  Because  the  Grand 
Jury’s  purpose  is  to  hear  testimony  to  determine  the  presence  of  criminal  misconduct,  all 
sorts  of  extraneous  people  may  be  called  in.  Even  you  could  be  called.  Attending  a  meeting, 
signing  a  petition,  being  on  a  mailing  list,  standing  next  to  someone  at  a  rally,  or  just  “being 
in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time”  could  be  enough  for  a  prosecutor  to  believe  you  have 
information  relevant  to  their  investigation.  So,  once  again,  it  seems  a  good  time  to  reprint 
information  on  your  rights.  ( editor ) 


From  a  leaflet  prepared  by  the  Boston  Grand  Jury  Project 

The  FBI  has  a  variety  of  come-ons:  sometimes  friendly,  sometimes  tough  (as  has  been 
done  a  lot  in  gay  communities),  sometimes  they  pretend  to  be  identified  with  voter  registra¬ 
tion,  the  census  or  credit  bureau,  or  the  long-lost  high  school  friend  of  a  friend  of  yours. 
Often  they  come  in  pairs  so  if  you  do  talk  to  them  one  can  corroborate  in  court  the  other’s 
story  of  what  you  said.  They  sometimes  use  physical  disguises  and  dress  in  ways  intended  to 
get  you  to  drop  your  guard.  Or  they  use  interrogation  tricks,  such  as  “We  have  information 
which  tends  to  implicate  you  in  your  neighborhood  bank  robbery.  If  you  could  answer  a  few 
questions,  I’m  sure  we  can  straighten  things  out.”  This  can  easily  lead  to  you  describing 
your  activities,  whereabouts,  and  companions  on  a  certain  date.  Don’t  lose  your  cool. 
DON’T  TALK  TO  THE  FBI. 

A  look  at  reasons  people  have  given  for  talking  with  FBI  agents  and  the  repercussions 
of  their  cooperation  shows  that  the  safest,  most  defensible  thing  we  can  do  is  to  state  im¬ 
mediately  that  we  do  not  wish  to  speak  with  FBI  agents  and  close  the  door,  if  open,  in  their 
faces. 

PITFALL  I:  “ I’ll  talk  now  so  they’ll  leave  me  alone.  ” 

So  far  the  opposite  has  been  true.  The  likelihood  of  continued  harassment  greatly  increases 
when  someone  demonstrates  a  willingness  to  talk  to  FBI. 

PITFALL  II:  “I  don’t  know  anything  important  anyway  ...” 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  FBI  is  engaged  in  massive  information  gathering.  Seemingly  innocent 
information  —  who  was  working  at  a  certain  place  at  a  certain  time,  for  example,  or  who  a 
certain  person’s  friends  are  —  helps  establish  a  data  bank  which,  serving  as  a  guide  for  police 
surveillance  and  infiltration,  can  lead  to  further  harassment  of  individuals  and  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  community.  No  FBI  agent  asks  idle  questions. 

PITFALL  III:  “I  won’t  tell  them  anything  they  don’t  already  know.  ” 

They  may  well  lead  you  to  think  they  know  more  than  they  actually  do.  In  fact,  they  may  be 
merely  guessing  or  testing  unreliable  information  or  seeking  to  “legally”  substantiate  infor¬ 
mation  they  have  gathered  by  illegal  means. 


Some  Grand  Jury  Terms 

(Taken  from  Glossary  of  Grand  Jury  Terms  by  The  Grand  Jury  Project.  A  more  com¬ 
plete  explanation  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  its  special  terminology  is  available  from  the  address 
above.) 

Contempt:  There  are  two  types  of  contempt,  civil  and  criminal.  A  grand  jury  witness  is 
generally  held  in  civil  contempt,  if  she  or  he  refuses  to  testify  or  produce  specified 
documents,  but  can  be  held  in  criminal  contempt  if  the  witness’s  behavior  in  court  or  the 
grand  jury  room  is  perceived  by  the  court  as  being  “tumultuous  or  disruptive.” 

Incarceration  for  civil  contempt  is  considered  “coercive,”  and  is  meant  to  force  the 
witness  to  testify.  The  grand  jury  witness  is  said  to  have  the  keys  to  his  or  her  cell  in  their 
“own  pocket,”  because  he  or  she  can  be  released  from  jail  at  any  time  by  complying  with  the 
court’s  order  (called  “purging”  oneself  of  contempt.)  The  sentence  for  civil  contempt  is  in¬ 
determinate  and  has  to  end  when  the  grand  jury’s  term  expires,  or  whenever  the  witness 
purges  him  or  herself. 

Incarceration  for  criminal  contempt  is  considered  “punitive,”  that  is,  it’s  meant  to 
“punish”  her  or  him  for  their  willful  disobedience  of  the  court  or  failure  to  respect  its 
authority.  The  sentence  for  criminal  contempt  is  a  fixed  period  of  time  and  operates  like  any 
other  criminal  sentence. 

Reiterated  contempt  refers  to  a  witness  who  refused  to  testify  before  one  grand  jury,  was 
jailed  and  then  called  before  another  grand  jury,  asked  essentially  the  same  questions  as  he 
or  she  was  asked  by  the  first  grand  jury,  and  refuses  to  testify  again  and  is  jailed  again. 

False  Statement:  A  statement  that’s  not  truthful,  but  not  made  under  oath.  This  is  an  of¬ 
fense  which  carries  the  same  sentence  as  perjury  (5  years)  which  is  committed  under  oath. 

The  Fifth  Amendment:  The  Fifth  Amendment -concerns  the  right  to  testify  against 
yourself.  The  Fifth  Amendment  has  two  areas  of  importance  in  grand  jury  matters:  it  pro¬ 
vides  the  basis  for  the  very  existence  of  the  grand  jury;  and  it  is  the  kingpin  in  an  ac¬ 
cusatorial,  as  opposed  to  an  inquisitorial,  criminal  justice  system.  What  that  means  is  that  if 
the  government  can’t  accuse  you  of  anything,  the  Fifth  Amendment  gives  you  the  right  not 
to  be  forced  (by  inquisition)  to  accuse  yourself.  That  is  why  it  is  usually  asserted  by  a  grand 
jury  witness  in  response  to  questions  that  could  incriminate  the  witness  himself  or  herself.  It 
reads  as  follows:  “No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Grand  Jury,  except  in  the  cases  arising  in 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  Militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  War  or  public 
danger;  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of 
life  or  limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself;  nor 
deprived  of  life,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken 
for  public  use,  without  just  compensation.” 

First  Amendment:  One  of  the  constitutional  amendments  most  frequently  referred  to  dur¬ 
ing  grand  jury  proceedings.  It  reads  as  follows:  “Congress  should  make  no  laws  respecting 
an  establishment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peacefully  to  assemble,  and  to 
petition  the  Government  for  redress  of  grievances.” 

Fourth  Amendment:  This  Amendment  is  usually  asserted  during  grand  jury  proceedings  in 
opposition  to  questions  directly  or  indirectly  stemming  from  illegal  electronic  surveillance. 
It  reads:  “The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  person,  papers,  and  effects,  against 
unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated,  and  no  Warrants  shall  issue,  but 
upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  Oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the 
place  to  be  searched,  and  persons  or  things  to  be  seized.” 

Grand  Jury:  A  group  of  people  (in  federal  proceedings  not  less  than  16  nor  more  than  23) 
called  together  by  the  court  to  hear  and  examine  evidence  concerning  complaints  and  accusa¬ 
tions  of  criminal  conduct.  At  the  conclusion  of  a  grand  jury  investigation,  the  grand  jurors  can 


What  To  Do 


When  The 


FBI  Comes  Calling 


PITFALL  IV:  “I’ve  got  nothing  to  hide  —  why  not  answer  them?” 

Our  innocence  is  to  be  assumed  —  we  don’t  have  to  prove  it  to  anyone.  Those  who  have  tried 
this  approach  have  found  their  answers  severely  distorted,  taken  out  of  context,  and  used 
against  them. 

PITFALL  V:  “Why  not  try  to  find  out  what  they’re  after?” 

Getting  information  from  a  highly  trained  agent  requires  considerable  skill.  Don’t  try  to 
outwit  them  at  their  own  game.  Tell  them  to  leave  immediately.  They  are  trained  in  inter¬ 
rogation  techniques,  psychological  trickery,  all  sorts  of  ways  to  get  you  to  talk. 

PITFALL  VI:  “I’ll  mix  them  up  with  a  bunch  of  lies.  ” 

Again  you  are  risking  having  to  testify  in  court  —  and  penalties  for  perjury  are  worse  than 
for  non-collaboration.  There  is  no  law  requiring  us  to  talk  to  an  FBI  agent  —  but  it  is  a 
federal  crime  to  lie  to  them. 

LEARN  FROM  THE  MISTAKES  OF  OTHERS  —  THE  ONLY  SAFE  RESPONSE 
IS  A  REFUSAL  TO  TALK  TO  AGENTS. 

If  you  have  been  contacted  by  the  FBI,  or  want  more  information,  call  the  Boston 
Chapter  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild:  227-7335,  or  for  their  lawyer  referral  service  call: 
227-7008.  Another  resource  for  legal  and  political  information  is:  The  Grand  Jury  Project, 
835  Broadway  (rm  1116),  N.  Y.C.,  N.  Y.  (212)  674-6005. 


either  indict,  or  not  indict.  It  must  be  stressed,  however,  that  historical  myths  to  the  contrary, 
it  is  not  an  independent  body  and  in  fact,  almost  always  relies  on  the  prosecutor. 

Immunity:  In  federal  law,  freedom  from  prosecution  offered  in  exchange  for  your  Fifth 
Amendment  right  not  to  testify  against  yourself.  (It’s  a  tool  used  by  the  Government  to  get 
around  a  grand  jury  witness’  Fifth  Amendment  right).  Also,  often  the  exchange  is  not 
offered,  but  forced  on  you  willy  nilly.  Prior  to  1970,  grand  jury  witnesses  could  be  granted 
total  immunity  for  any  transaction  about  which  he  or  she  testifies.  This  form  of  immunity, 
called  transactional  immunity  was  superceded  in  1970  when  the  Government  enacted 
another  immunity  statute  called  “use  plus  fruits  immunity”  or  “use  and  derivative  use  im¬ 
munity”  (commonly  referred  to  as  just  “use  immunity”).  This  form  of  immunity,  however, 
is  practically  useless,  since  the  Government  can  still  prosecute  a  witness  for  the  offense 
about  which  she/he  testifies,  if  it  has  an  independent  source.  In  other  words,  if  you  and  a 
friend  are  called  to  testify  before  the  same  grand  jury  and  questioned  about  the  same  inci¬ 
dent,  your  testimony  could  be  used  to  indict  your  friend  and  your  friend’s  could  be  used  to 
indict  you. 

Indictment:  A  written  accusation  issued  by  a  grand  jury  and  filed  with  the  court  which 
charges  one  or  more  persons  with  the  commission  of  a  crime.  Also  called  a  “true  bill 

Perjury:  Though  definitions  of  perjury  vary,  it  is  commonly  considered  to  be  “knowingly 
and  willfully”  making  a  false,  statement  under  oath,  either  before  a  grand  jury,  or  in  the 
course  of  any  other  judicial  proceeding. 

Sixth  Amendment:  Right  to  counsel  and  a  speedy  trial:  “In  all  criminal  prosecution,  the 
accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  state  and 
district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to 
be  confronted  with  the  witness  against  him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  Assistance  of  Counsel  for  his  defense.” 

Special  Grand  Jury:  The  Organized  Crime  Act  of  1979  provided  that  any  judicial  district 
with  more  than  four  million  persons,  or  any  judicial  district  where  the  Attorney  General  or  a 
designated  assistant  certifies  in  writing  that,  “because  of  criminal  activity”  an  additional 
grand  jury  is  necessary  over  and  above  the  regular  grand  juries  sitting,  the  court  can  impanel 
a  special  grand  jury.  A  special  grand  jury  has  no  special  powers  different  from  or  additional 
to  a  regular  grand  jury.  There  are  three  areas,  however,  in  which  a  special  grand  jury  differs 
from  a  regular  grand  jury:  1)  The  term  of  a  special  grand  jury  though  normally  18  months 
can  be  extended  for  an  additional  18  more  months  (witnesses  however  who  refuse  to  testify 
before  a  special  grand  jury  can  only  serve  a  maximum  of  18  months)  2)  any  person 
theoretically  can  bring  a  charge  to  the  attention  of  a  special  grand  jury  and  3)  special  grand 
juries  are  specifically  empowered  to  issue  reports  against  public  officials.  Additionally,  the 
special  grand  jury  provision  allows  the  government  to  “grand  jury  shop”  by  calling  for  a 
special  grand  jury  where  the  regular  grand  jury  would  disagree  with  him  or  her  or  where  the 
regular  grand  jury’s  term  would  expire  in  a  few  months. 

Subpoena:  A  subpoena  is  a  document  issued  by  an  official  agency  (i.e.  grand  jury,  IRS,  etc.) 
with  the  authority  to  do  so,  commanding  someone  to  appear  at  a  specific  time  and  place. 
There  are  two  types  of  grand  jury  subpoenas,  subpoena  duces  tecum  and  subpoena  ad 
testificandum.  A  subpoena  duces  tecum  calls  for  the  production  in  the  grand  jury  room  of 
certain  documents,  records  or  other  tangible  things  such  as  handwriting  exemplars 
(samples),  voice  samples  and  fingerprints.  The  person  issued  a  subpoena  duces  tecum  will 
also  probably  have  to  answer  some  questions,  such  as  to  identify  the  documents.  A  sub¬ 
poena  ad  testificandum  “commands”  that  someone  appear  to  testify  before  a  grand  jury. 
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GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS.  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139  (617)  876-5310 
WOMENCRAFTS,  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  190,  373  Commercial 
St..  Provincetown,  MA 
02657 
CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA.  204  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111  (617) 
482-4661 

SOUTH  STATION  CINEMA, 
23  South  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(617)  423-4340 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc.,  20  Sacra¬ 
mento  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138  (617)  661-0248 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE, 

80  Boylston  St.  #855, 
Boston,  MA  02111 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER,  16  Havi- 
land  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 
INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS,  143 
Albany  St.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE,  22 
Edgerly  Rd.,  Boston,  MA 
02115  (617)  267-2262 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 

295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 


TYPING/ 

WORD  PROCESSING 

Fast  -  Reasonable 

INTERFACE  CONSULTING 
266-4108 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Weekdays  9-6 
Saturday  10-2:30 


One  Week  Cruises 
From  $425.00  plus  air 

West  Indies  _ 3/8 

Bahamas _ 5/31 

British  Virgins  7/5 

Bargain  European 
One  and  Two 
Week  Charter  Pro¬ 
grams  Now 
Available 

Stop  in  for  Free  Color 
Catalogue 

Just  in:  1983  Man 
Around  of  London 
catalogues. _ 

LONDON  ONE  WAY 
FROM  $199.50 
PARIS  ONEWAY 
FROM  $249.50 

ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHG. 

SERVING  THE  BOSTON 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and 
Economy  Minded  Agency 


Vintage 


IWriAIENTO 


104  Charles  St. 
(Under  Beacon  Hill  Mail) 


New  Wave 

• 

Contemporary 
Designer 
Clothing  & 
Collectables. 

TUES.  —  SAT. 


RESTAURANT  MOUNIR 

Featuring  homemade  Arabic  &  American 
dishes  meticulously  prepared  to  please  any 
palate. 

Lunches  Dinners 

170  Tremont  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  423-2527 

Adjacent  Little  Jack  Horner's  Joke  Shop 


» 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS, 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 

for  all  your  needs 

45  Willioms  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 

E.  Orleons,  Mjss.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-3185 

Phototypesetting 


XANADU 

GRAPHICS 


•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 
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Theater _ 


Howard  Cruise 

Clean  Fun  at  Mineshaft 


By  Nancy  A.  F.  Lunger 
Street  Theater  by  Doric  Wilson. 
Directed  by  Ken  Cook  at  the 
Mineshaft  Den ,  835  Washington 
St.,  New  York  City,  playing  until 
March  27.  For  more  information: 
(212)  869-3981 . 


In  the  beginning  there  was 
TOSOS,  the  first  professional 
theater  company  to  present  gay 
plays.  TOSOS  begat  The  Glines, 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  reguires.  We  have 
most  ot  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ol  American  and 
foreign  cars 

Come  in  l8arn-6pm)  or  call  tor 
advice  and  an  estimate 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


TILE 


CARPET 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  825-5340 


m  little  bear 

&  company 

“we  work  like  women  " 

W  omen-owned/ women-run 
painting/  plastering 
wallpaper  stripping 

666-2778 


&heati 


Robert 
D  argon 

825-7600 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repoir  &  T  V  &  Stereo  ot  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE1  Outside  ontenna  installo 
ion  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  foshioned  service  ot  on  honest  price! 

f  ree  Pickup  and  Delivery 

IS  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-21 S7 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


which  produced  such  notables  as 
Harvey  Fierstein’s  Torch  Song 
Trilogy  now  playing  on  Broadway, 
and  Jane  Chambers’  sappy  Last 
Summer  at  Bluefish  Cove.  Now 
The  Glines  has  begotten  Meridian 
Theater,  which  has  taken  over  the 
non-commercial  production  func¬ 
tions  of  that  organization  as  it  ex¬ 
pands  to  become  a  national  gay 
arts  funding  organization.  And 
Meridian  Gay  Theater  promises  to 
be  as  fertile  as  its  predecessors  — 
its  first  production  is  super. 

The  play  is  Street  Theater,  by 
that  veteran  of  the  Off-Off  Broad¬ 
way  movement,  Doric  Wilson. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  play  is 
presented  in  the  Den  at  the  Mine- 
shaft  (a  men’s  bar  reknowned  for 
its  baroque  offerings,  dark 
shadows,  and  late  hours)  and  all 
are  welcome.  Street  Theater  may 
represent  the  cleanest  fun  the 
Mineshaft  has  seen  in  years.  The 
play  is  bouncy,  smart  and  wry.  If 
you  can  imagine  joining  Bertolt 
Brecht  at  the  hip  with  Richard 
Sheridan  you  have  something  of 


its  flavor.  Doric  Wilson  has  a  pen¬ 
chant  for  both,  and  the  synthesis  is 
avant  garde  political  comedy  that 
has  groundbreaking  artistic  poten¬ 
tial. 

The  action  takes  place  on  the 
27th  of  June,  1969,  the  day  of  the 
famous  Stonewall  Riots.  Philip 
Blackwell  and  Casey  Wayne  play 
drag  queens  with  wits  honed  as 
sharp  as  their  ’50’s  high  heels. 
Both  are  marvelous.  Tony  Torres, 
as  the  eccentric  closet  case  deserves 
kudos  —  he  injects  a  whopping 
dose  of  farce.  And  Tony  Nunziata 
as  the  despicable  owner  of  the 
Stonewall  bar,  and  the  play’s 
pseudo-narrator,  sweats  profuse¬ 
ly,  and  snarls  convincingly. 

Direction  and  pacing  could  be 
improved,  so  could  the  play’s  con¬ 
clusion  —  but  all  in  all  it’s  a 
notable  attempt.  Doric  Wilson  has 
set  a  carnival  mirror  up  to 
Christopher  Street,  and  the  people 
reflected  there  —  from  s  &  m 
lovers  to  lesbians  to  undercover 
cops  —  are  as  real  to  us  today  as 
they  were  fourteen  years  ago. 
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By  Nancy  Walker 

Psychopathy  is  a  subject  of 
tremendous  debate  among  mental 
health  professionals,  so  for  the  sake 
of  getting  on  with  the  mini-series  I 
began  on  “psychopaths”  in  my  last 
article,  I  shall  amend  my  topic  to 
read,  “con-people,”  which  is  ac¬ 
tually  more  to  the  point.  1  am  not 
attempting  to  consider  the  entire 
category  of  “psychopath”(though 
it  is  both  fascinating  and  frighten¬ 
ing)  but  rather  the  kind  of  indi¬ 
viduals  within  that  category  who 
prey  on  others  in  a  far  more  subtle 
way  than  many  of  their  fellows  who 
include  mass  murderers  and  others. 

These  are  people  who  have  no 
conscience.  They  destroy  others 
without  so  much  as  a  twinge  of 
guilt.  They  feel  no  emotional  pain, 
no  remorse.  They  don’t  think  they 
are  doing  anything  “wrong,”  and 
if  they  are,  so  what?  They  have  no 
moral  values,  subscribe  to  nothing 
that  the  majority  holds  dear.  They 
are  often  criminals  of  a  very  flam¬ 
boyant  kind,  but  not  all  con-people 
or  criminals  are  psychopaths,  not 


all  people  who  injure  others  are 
psychopaths. 

Obviously,  since  “homosexuali¬ 
ty”  itself  was  once  included  under 
the  general  heading  of  psycho¬ 
pathy,  considerable  clarification  is 
necessary.  No  wonder  "homo¬ 
sexuals”  were  unrepentent  and 
without  conscience.  We  really 
weren’t  doing  anything  “wrong.” 
So  it  is  not  someone  else’s  notion  of 
psychopathy  1  want  to  discuss,  but 
those  often  referred  to  in  that 
category  who  find  women  and  gays 
very  ready  targets  (because  of  emo¬ 
tional  vulnerability,  openness,  sym¬ 
pathy  and  human  kindness  so  often 
more  present  in  those  two  groups 
than  in  the  members  of  the  Patriar¬ 
chy)  for  their  con-artistry. 

1  had  promised  to  tell  you  about 
a  con-woman  my  sot  her  and  1  (and 
unfortunately  many  other  innocent 
people)  experienced  while  we  were 
in  Toronto.  She  had  all  the  charm 
of  the  serpent  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.  And  she  got  away  with  a 
great  deal  of  money,  jewelry  and 
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love,  the  last  being  the  hardest  item 
to  deal  with.  She  is  only  one  of  hun¬ 
dreds  all  around  us,  but  she  is 
stupendous.  The  problem  with  such 
people  is  the  very  fact  that  we  love 
them  so  dearly.  We  clutch  Satana 
to  our  bosoms  and  make  her  privy 
to  our  closest  secrets.  We  trusted 
her  with  our  home,  our  money,  our 
affections.  And  she  takes  all.  We 
discover  money  missing.  A  favorite 
piece  of  jewelry  vanishes.  Our 
friend  pretends  to  be  concerned,  to 
feel  our  loss. 

The  saga  goes  on.  Satana  is  our 
friend,  and  we  let  her  move  into  our 
apartment  (she  never  offers  to  pay 
any  part  of  the  rent,  but  we  are  too 
proud  to  ask,  and  we  love  her).  She 
unburdens  herself  to  us  about  her 
serious  health  problem.  She  has 


breast  cancer.  She’s  in  a  special 
pilot  program  using  various  alter¬ 
natives  to  mastectomy,  which  ex¬ 
plains  why  she  still  has  two  breasts. 

Con-people  are  nothing  if  not 
clever,  but  after  a  while  their  tales 
of  woe  combined  with  their  tales 
about  their  own  intellectual,  busi¬ 
ness  or  physical  perfections,  their 
intimacy  with  big  names  in  one  field 
or  another,  their  horn-blowing 


altogether  begins  to  make  you  just  a 
tiny  bit  uneasy. 

Despite  the  same  kinds  of  pat¬ 
terns  exhibited  in  the  past  by  my 
husband,  it  took  me  quite  a  long 
time  to  recognize  that  something 
was  not  quite  right  about  Satana.  I 
began  to  check  out  the  cancer  story 
because  a  voice  had  gone  off  in  my 
head  and  told  me  to  do  so,  and  I 
Continued  on  page  12 
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“The  decision  to  publish  my  narrative  poems 
has  been  a  slow  process.  I  have  always  been  drawn 
to  narrative  poetry  because  my  living  has  been  in¬ 
fused  with  storytelling.  Since  I  can  remember,  I 
have  always  wanted  to  be  able  to  tell  a  good  story. 
Fortunately,  I  had  access  to  the  stuff  of  good  tales 
—  the  lives  of  black  women  and  the  history  of 
black  women.  Narratives  is  an  attempt  to  present 
one  black  woman  poet’s  use  of  her  imagination  in 
this  regard.  It  will  be  noted  that  several  of  the 
pieces  are  not  narratives  in  the  strictest  sense.  The 
narrative  takes  many  forms  for  me  as  a  poet:  the 
telling  of  a  life,  the  telling  of  an  event  the  telling  of 
an  image.” 

—Cheryl  Clarke,  from  the  introduction 
to  her  book,  Narratives:  poems  in  the 
tradition  of  black  women 


B\acfc 


Veneita:  How  did  you  start  writing? 

Cheryl:  I’m  one  of  those  many  people  who 
started  writing  at  an  early  age.  I  like  solitary 
things  like  writing  and  reading.  I  guess  those 
kind  of  things  help  you  develop  towards  writing. 

Veneita:  When  you  were  growing  up  did  you 
have  black  women  as  role  models  for  you  as  a 
writer? 


fictive  elements.  Or  more  simply  put,  it’s  a  poem 
that  tells  a  story.  I  chose  the  narrative  form,  as 
opposed  to  more  existential  forms  of  writing, 
because  I  like  telling  stories  and  writing  poems. 
It’s  an  economic  form  and  perhaps  people  are 
more  willing  to  read  this  type. 

I  hope  in  the  future  to  be  able  to  do  future  edi¬ 
tions  of  narrative  poetry.  When  you  see  future 
editions  of  Narratives  you  will  see  new  poems 
added.  Although  our  next  printing  is  happening 
so  quickly  that  I  haven’t  had  time  to  write  more 
than  one.  I  would  like  Narratives  to  become  a 
larger  body  of  poems. 

Veneita:  Do  you  feel  like  this  particular  style  of 
writing  is  a  naturally  comfortable  genre  for  you 
as  a  black  writer,  given  the  oral  tradition  of  third 
world  people? 

Cheryl:  I  like  writing  in  the  narrative  form,  but 
it’s  not  exclusive  to  me  of  course.  For  instance 
look  at  Gwendolyn  Brooks,  she  has  become 
quite  versed  in  this  form  a  well  as  ballads  and 
storytelling.  I  feel  oral  tradition  is  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  source  from  which  I  draw  on  as  a  black 
writer.  I  express  myself  in  poetic  form,  [and  in 


part,  because  of  oral  tradition,]  I’ve  developed 
my  sense  of  poetry.  I’m  also  a  person  who  likes 
to  hear  other  people  read.  That’s  something  I’ve 
devloped  over  the  years  —  something  you 
develop  just  like  listening  to  jazz.  Not  to  sound 
elite  or  anything. 

Veneita:  What  other  forms  have  you  experi¬ 
mented  with?  I  see  you  have  an  article  in  the 
January  issue  of  Sojourner  [New  England 
women’s  monthly]. 


|a  very  picturesque  lesbian  adventure.  I  didn’t 
have  the  tenacity  to  finish  it.  Writing  a  novel  is  a 
very  different  process  from  writing  poetry.  So  I 
thought  maybe  I  should  stick  to  poetry  and 
develop  myself  in  that  area. 

Over  the  years  I’ve  read  my  work  a  lot  in 
public.  I’ve  put  myself  out  —  perhaps  not  as 
seriously  as  I  could  have.  I  got  immediate  gratifi¬ 
cation  from  reading  my  poetry  aloud  to  groups 
which  encouraged  me  to  write.  In  communities 
like  New  York  City’s,  or  in  the  lesbian  feminist 
community,  or  in  my  college  community,  I  was 
often  invited  to  read.  The  more  I  did  it,  the  more 
encouragement  I  got,  until  finally  last  year  a 
friend  said,  “Why  don’t  you  publish  a  book?”  I 
thought  I  could  do  that;  I  could  publish  it  myself. 
Self-publishing  is  a  way  to  go  —  with  the  way 
poetry  is  dismissed  in  this  country.  A  big  pub¬ 
lishing  house  is  not  going  to  publish  you  unless 
you’re  a  big  name.  Poetry  is  not  a  capitalist  ven¬ 
ture;  poetry  doesn’t  sell.  In  this  country,  self- 
publishing  is  a  tradition  with  poets  as  far  back 
as  Walt  Whitman. 

There’s  a  whole  lot  of  politics  around  what 
this  culture  does  to  poetry.  Poetry  is  a  place 
where  your  imagination  can  be  given  full  vent. 
You  can  say  anything.  It’s  important  to  create  a 
poetry  that  gets  back  to  the  people.  The  best 


poets  have  had  great  appeal  to  street  people. 
Even  someone  like  Gil  Scott  Heron  uses  poetry. 
He  is  still  effective,  in  spite  of  his  sexism.  Poetry 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  forms  of  expression, 
even  though  white  male  society  has  tried  to 
make  it  an  elitist  form.  That’s  how  I  came  to  nar¬ 
rative  form,  because  it’s  more  accessible.  But  I 
still  try  to  pay  recognition  to  the  old  forms  and 
sources  that  have  influenced  my  imagination. 


Cheryl:  My  first  models  were  the  women  in  my 
family.  I  went  to  Catholic  school  and  unfor¬ 
tunately,  the  nuns  were  all  white.  It  wasn’t  till  I 
was  in  college  that  I  started  reading  work  by 
black  women. 

Women  who  were  examples  for  me  were 
always  women  who  were  self-sufficient.  In¬ 
terestingly  enough,  my  father  was  also  one  of 
these  people.  Both  he  and  my  mother  cautioned 
against  marriage,  they  both  wanted  me  to  be 
self-reliant. 

Veneita:  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  write  Nar¬ 
ratives' ? 

Cheryl:  Actually,  the  poems  you  see  in  Nar¬ 
ratives  were  written  over  the  past  ten  years.  One 
goes  back  to  73. 1  didn’t  conceive  of  it  as  a  book 
until  last  year  when  a  friend  of  mine  suggested 
it.  So  I  started  to  think  about  which  of  my  poems 
I  would  want  to  publish.  I  found  that  I  had  a 
number  of  narrative  poems. 

Veneita:  Can  you  define  that  word? 

Cheryl:  A  narrative  poem  is  a  poetic  form  with 


Cheryl:  I  like  essays  but  for  me  they’re  more  of 
a  task.  I  feel  more  constrained  in  them.  I  haven’t 
stretched  myself  in  that  way  yet  basically 
because,  like  many  writers,  I’ve  been  in  school 
so  damn  long  that  I’m  sick  of  documentation, 
citations,  footnotes  and  fact. 

I  wish  I  could  have  edited  the  piece  in 
Sojourner  more.  It  was  creative  in  content. 
Humor  and  sarcasm  are  very  important  to  me  in 
writing. !  tried  to  achieve  both  elements  in  the 
Sojourner  piece. 

Cheryl:  When  you  started  ten  years  ago  did 
you  fantasize  about  the  poems  as  being  finish¬ 
ed,  publishable  pieces  of  work?  How  did  you  get 
to  that  point? 


Cheryl:  Ten  years  ago  I  had  some  conception 
of  myself  as  becoming  a  poet.  At  that  point,  I  felt 
it  important  to  deal  with  things  seldom  spoken 
of  in  poetry,  black  women,  for  example.  The 
perspective  that  I  had  as  a  lesbian/feminist/- 
writer  was  one  that  needed  to  be  addressed: 
Seeing  women  bonding  and  the  feelings  that  we 
have  foreach  other  as  women.  I  had  tried  to  write 
a  novel  and  got  as  far  as  a  hundred  pages.  It  was 


Veneita:  What  has  self-publishing  been  like  for 
you? 

Cheryl:  For  me  it’s  been  a  breeze  because  so 
many  people  have  gone  before  me.  It  wouldn’t 
have  been  that  way  otherwise. 

I  had  a  lot  of  control  over  the  whole  process. 
The  important  thing  about  self-publishing  is  the 
amount  of  control  that  you  have.  I  knew  who 
wanted  to  do  the  artwork,  the  typesetting,  the 
layout;  the  whole  thing  came  together  rather 
easily. 

The  Kitchen  Table  Women  of  Color  Press  real¬ 
ly  did  the  most  difficult  part,  distribution.  If  it 
weren’t  for  them  I’d  be  stuck  with  a  thousand 
copies  sitting  around  my  house.  I  am  very  for¬ 
tunate  to  have  a  growing  institution  like  K.T.P. 
promoting  and  distributing  the  book.  Because  of 
their  diligence,  they’re  just  about  ready  for  a 
second  printing. 

Veneita:  How  does  that  make  you  feel? 

Cheryl:  Real  good.  It’s  a  little  scary  too 
because  I  like  to  think  of  myself  as  a  critic  and 
now  my  work  is  out  there  and  I’m  on  the  re¬ 
ceiving  end  of  it.  I  wonder  how  that’s  going  to 


be,  and  how  is  my  work  going  to  stand  up.  That’s 
the  scary  part  of  it. 

Veneita:  Let’s  talk  about  criticism.  If  you  had 
an  ideal  person  to  do  a  critical  analysis  of  your 
work,  whom  would  that  be? 

Cheryl:  Gloria  Hull  (co-editor  But  Some  of  Us 
Were  Brave  ...  Black  Women’s  Studies)  or 
Cheryl  Wall  at  Rutgers. 


a  sister,  or,  as  a  writer  to  a  writer?” 

Cheryl:  The  two  shouldn’t  be  mutually  exclu¬ 
sive.  You  should  bring  all  of  yourself  to  both 
reading  it  and  critiquing  it.  Although  the  writing 
of  Narratives  isn’t  autobiographical  in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word,  I  bring  my  experience  to  the 
creation  of  the  poems. 

Veneita:  What  inspired  you  to  illustrate 
Narratives ? 


Veneita:  Some  people  may  know  those  names, 
but  what  do  those  women  offer  you  specifically? 


Cheryl:  Well,  number  one,  they  know  literature. 
Two,  they  know  Afro-American  literature  and  the 
tradition  behind  the  writing  of  it.  Third,  they 
know  what  the  bone  of  criticism  is. 

If  you  read  Conditions  9,  which  will  be  out  this 
spring,  there  is  a  conversation  between  five 
black  women  who  have  written  about  black 
women  on  the  whole  issue  of  honesty  in 
criticism  —  honesty  without  trashing.  Criticism 
is  supposed  to  offer  the  writer  some  direction. 
We  don’t  learn  from  “The  Dancing  Dog  School  of 


Of  Althea  and  Flaxie 


In  1943  Althea  was  a  welder 
very  dark 
very  butch 
and  very  proud 

loved  to  cook.  sew.  and  drive  a  car 

and  did  not  care  who  knew  she  kept  company  with  a  woman 

who  met  her  every  day  after  work 

in  a  tight  dress  and  high  heels 

fight  -skinned  and  high -cheekboned 

who  loved  to  shoot,  fish,  play  poker 

and  did  not  give  a  damn  who  knew  her  'man '  was  a  woman 


Cheryl:  It  was  another  thing  to  make  the  book 
more  accessible  to  people.  I  asked  a  friend  of 
mine  who  is  an  artist  and  whosework  I  respect 
very  much  to  illustrate  it.  I  wanted  concrete  im¬ 
ages  to  accompany  the  poetry.  It  took  her  quite 
a  while  to  develop  a  relationship  to  the  poetry.  I 
learned  to  respect  another  artistic  process. 

:Veneita:  I’ve  read  the  poetry  to  a  class  of 
young  people  that  I  teach,  and  the  illustrations 
seemed  to  help  them  relate  to  the  poetry.  It 
caught  their  attention  and  made  the  poems  ac¬ 
cessible  to  them.  In  a  similar  vein,  you  had  also 
mentioned  that  Narratives  had  been  done  as  a 
dramatic  event.  How  did  those  events  go? 

Cheryl:  Both  times  they  went  fabulously.  We 
did  it  in  June  to  promote  the  book.  We  sent  out 
invitations,  and  about  eighty  people  showed  up. 
My  sister  directed  the  ensemble  group.  We  are 
going  to  do  it  again  in  Philadelphia  at  a  gay  male 


Althea  was  gay  and  strong  in  1945 
and  could  sing  a  good  song 
from  underneath  her  welder's  mask 

and  did  not  care  who  heard  her  sing  her  song  to  a  woman 

Flaxie  was  careful  and  faithful 

mindful  of  her  Southern  upbringing 

watchful  of  her  tutored  grace 

long  as  they  treated  her  like  a  lady 

she  did  not  give  a  damn  who  called  her  a  'bulldagger' 

In  1 95 0  Althea  wore  suits  and  ties 

Flaxie 's  favorite  colors  were  pink  and  blue 

People  openly  challenged  their  flamboyance 

but  neither  cared  a  fig  who  thought  them  'queer'  or  ' funny 

When  the  girls  bragged  over  break  of  their  sundry  loves. 

Flaxie  blithely  told  them  her  old  lady  Althea  took  her  dancing 
every  weekend 

and  did  not  give  a  damn  who  knew  she  clung  to  a  woman 

When  the  boys  on  her  shift  complained  of  their  wives. 

Althea  boasted  of  how  smart  her  stuff'  Flaxie  was 

and  did  not  care  who  knew  she  loved  the  mind  of  woman 

In  1955  when  Flaxie  got  pregnant 

and  Althea  lost  her  Job 

Flaxie  got  herself  on  relief 

and  did  not  care  how  many  caseworkers 

threatened  midnlte  raids 

Althea  was  set  up  and  went  to  jail 

for  writing  numbers  In  1958 

Flaxie  visited  her  every  week  with  gifts 

and  hungered  openly  for  her  thru  the  bars 

and  did  not  give  a  damn  who  knew  she  waited  for  a  woman 

When  her  mother  died  in  1965  in  New  Orleans 

Flaxie  demanded  that  Althea  walk  beside  her  in  the  funeral  procession 
and  did  not  care  how  many  aunts  and  uncles  knew  she  slept  with  a  woman. 

When  she  died  In  1970 

Flaxie  fought  Althea's  proper  family  not  to  have  her  laid  out  fn  lace  and  dressed  the  body  herself 
and  did  not  care  who  knew  she'd  made  her  way  with  a  woman 

<C,  1982  Cheryl  Clarice 


conference,  and  also  on  Long  Island  at  the  end 
of  March.  The  events  also  serve  to  make  poetry 
more  accessible. 


Veneita:  What  has  this  whole  process  been 
like  for  you  as  a  black  lesbian? 


Criticism”  —  dogs  don’t  really  dance,  but  for  a 
dog  that  was  a  good  try.  Mary  Elmen  applied 
that  analogy  to  male  critics  who  critique 
women’s  work.  The  same  thing  has  happened  to 
black  women  writers  at  the  hands  of  white 
women. 

Of  course,  the  issues  are  much  more  com¬ 
plicated.  A  white  woman  who  might  be  viewing  a 
black  woman’s  work  may  feel  that  she  is  lacking 
the  knowledge  to  truly  critique  the  work.  She 
may  be  afraid  to  say  something  negative  for  fear 
of  repercussions.  Or  as  a  black  woman  writing 
about  another  black  woman,  usually  in  a  white 
women’s  journal,  you  feel  ambivalent  about  say¬ 
ing  what  may  really  be  happening  with  this 
sister’s  work  because  you  may  not  want  to  make 
her  vulnerable  to  that  white  institution.  Whoever 
looks  at  my  book,  I  want  them  to  do  several 
things,  to  say  something  constructive  to  me  as  a 
writer,  and  I  also  hope  that  they  teach  the  reader 
something.  For  example,  a  critic  could  cite  a 
poem  that  in  her  opinion  should  have  been  a 
short  story.  Or  perhaps  just  teaching  the  reader 
how  to  read  more  critically. 

Veneita:  I  suppose  the  whole  question  really 
is:  who  is  the  best  person  to  critique  our  work  as 
black  lesbian  writers?  Even  when  questioning 
ourselves,  I  ask  myself,  “Am  I  speaking  to  her  as 


Cheryl:  It’s  been  wonderful.  I  often  think  that 
lesbianism  has  saved  my  life  and  my  sanity.  I 
wouldn’t  be  anything  else.  That’s  not  to  say  that 
I  don’t  recognize  lesbian  oppression,  but  I  live  in 
New  York  and  there’s  a  whole  artistic  communi¬ 
ty  there  which  one  can  get  all  types  of  support 
from.  I  happen  to  live  in  a  college  town  where 
the  view  of  gay  lifestyles  is  pretty  tolerant.  I 
came  out  ten  years  ago  when  there  was  a  whole 
support  system  for  doing  just  that.  The  lesbian 
community  still  continues  to  be  my  greatest 
source  of  support,  so  much  so  that  sometimes  I 
have  to  step  back  to  get  some  outside  perspec¬ 
tive.  Otherwise,  I  get  very  isolated  within  my  own 
group.  I  know  that  other  gays  are  getting  kicked 
in  the  ass. 

There  is  some  ambivalence  within  me  about 
coming  out  in  some  situations  because  I  have  to 
be  conscious  of  survival.  There  are  people  out 
there  acting  out  of  homophobia  that  I  may  not 
even  be  aware  of  and  that’s  dangerous.  It’s  a 
question  of  how  out  you  are.  I  have  to  do  a 
reading  at  Rutgers  where  I  work,  and  I’m  very 
nervous  about  it.  Though  the  community  at  large 
knows,  there  is  still  the  question  about  how  am  I 
going  to  make  this  information  palatable  for 
general  digestion,  enough  so  that  I  don’t  reap 
negative  repercussions  from  it.  I  have  to  be 
prepared  for  the  negative.  I’m  not  under  any  illu¬ 
sions,  but  I  can  still  say  I  wouldn’t  be  anything 
else  besides  a  lesbian  feminist.  I  have  a  visible 


I  \ 


viable  support  network. 

Veneita:  What  is  your  next  step? 

Cheryl:  I’m  trying  to  decide  that.  How  I  will 
continue  is  a  big  question.  I  know  that  I  need 
more  time  to  write.  I  would  like  to  do  more 
essays.  Right  now.  Demita  Frazier  and  Evelynn 
Hammonds  and  myself  are  interviewing  black 
women  on  the  question  of  lesbianism  as  politics 
and  aesthetics.  It  really  needs  to  be  done.  You 
have  a  lot  of  different  black  women  writers. 
Audre  Lorde  (Zami)  who’s  been  out  for  twenty- 
five  years.  Then  you  have  The  Color  Purple,  talk¬ 
ing  about  women  bonding  and  written  by  an 
avowed  straight  author,  Alice  Walker.  Then 
Gloria  Naylor  (The  Women  of  Brewster  Street) 
doing  it  in  a  more  stereotypical  fashion.  You 
also  have  Ntozake  Shange  (Sassafras,  Cypress 
&  Indigo)  and  the  pinch-and-tickle  school  of  les¬ 
bianism.  Then  you  have  a  whole  set  of  black 
women  writers  who  don’t  even  deal  with  the 
issue.  People  go  around  saying  things  about 
homophobia  in  the  black  community.  There  is 
nothing  written  about  it,  drawn  from  the  black 
community  about  how  they  feel  about  homosex 
uality.  It  is  an  issue  of  politics  and  aesthetics 
So  we  want  to  interview  lesbians  and  non  les¬ 
bians  on  this  issue. 

Veneita:  What  is  your  aesthetic  as  a  writer, 
feminist  and  lesbian? 


Cheryl:  Part  of  it  is  a  recognition  and 
acknowledgement  of  women-bonding  and  her- 
story,  no  matter  how  oppressed  it  is.  Also,  the 
various  forms  of  Afro-American  culture,  both 
literature  and  music,  and  its  influence  on  me.  I 
listen  to  music  constantly  —  or  at  least  I  did 
before  my  amplifiers  were  stolen!  Also,  there’s 
the  tradition  of  the  Afro-American  writers.  Their 
succinctness  and  sensuality  have  been  very 
motivating  for  me. 

Destructiveness,  atonement  and  redemption 
are  all  issues.  I’ve  studied  all  of  this,  mostly  on 
>wn,  because  even  the  black  college  didn’t 
teach  our  own  writers.  In  graduate  school,  the 
professor  apologized  because  there  were  no 
black  writers  in  his  survey  course  of  American 
literature.  So  I  did  it  mostly  on  my  own. 

The  sense  of  physical  place,  pollution,  moun¬ 
tains,  streets  are  all  part  of  me  as  a  poet.  I  live  in 
the  section  of  Jersey  called  “Cancer  Alley.”  It 
can’t  help  but  be  a  part  of  my  total  aesthetic.  It’s 
all  a  part  of  my  culture. 


Narratives:  poems  in  the  tradition  of  black  women  is  publish¬ 
ed  by  Sister  Books,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey  08901.  It  is 
available  from  Kitchen  Table  Women  of  Color  Press.  Box  5 92, 
Van  Brunt  Station,  Brooklyn,  NY  11215.  Price  $4.50,  include 
$1.00  postage  and  handling.  The  poem,  "Of  Althea  and  Flaxie," 
and  the  accompanying  drawing  are  reprinted  by  permission  of 
the  author.  "  1982  Cheryl  Clarke.  All  rights  reserved. 

Cheryl  Clarke’s  article  in  Sojourner  “ New  Notes  on  Les¬ 
bianism"  appeared  in  the  January  special  issue  on  women  of 
color.  Sojourner’s  address  is:  143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. 

Conditions  9  also  mentioned  in  the  interview  will  appear  later 
this  spring.  Conditions’  address  is:  Box  56,  Van  Brunt  Station, 
Brooklyn,  NY  11215. 


The  next  performance  of  Narratives  will  be  in  Philadelphia  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Black  and  White  Men  Together  Conference.  The  per¬ 
formance  will  take  place  on  Saturday,  March  4  at  1  PM  at  1319  Locust 
Street,  Philadelphia.  Tickets  are  $5  at  the  door. 
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Music _ 

Bernice  Reagon 


Calling  Our  Names 
and  Coalescing 


Bernice  Reagon 


ilk'll  Slinli 


By  Sue  Hyde 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  a 
vocal  group  of  five  black  women 
from  Washington,  DC,  combines 
percussive  African  and  Caribbean 
rhythms,  subtle  shifts  of  harmony 
and  dissonance  and  the  emotional 
expression  of  gospel  to  spellbind 
listeners.  When  they  take  the  stage 
at  the  Strand  Theatre  on  Saturday 
February  26,  their  audience  will 
probably  be  from  four  distinct 
communities  in  Boston.  The  typical 
Sweet  Honey  audience,  if  the  group 
has  played  in  a  city  before,  is  com¬ 
posed  of  parts  of  the  black  com¬ 
munity,  the  folk  community,  the 
radical  left  community  and  the 
;  women’s  community. 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  is  a 
unique  musical  group  drawing  the 
most  diverse  and  unusual  audience 


Theater 


of  any  performer  or  performers  on 
the  women’s  or  alternative  cultural 
network.  One  can  speculate  that 
only  the  incomparable  and  com¬ 
mercial  Stevie  Wonder  has  the 
musical  and  political  magnetism  to 
so  successfully  cross  race,  class,  sex 
and  ideological  lines.  To  see  Sweet 
Honey  perform  is  to  feel  included 
in  the  world. 

In  an  interview  with  GCN, 
Bernice  Reagon,  the  song  leader 
and  spiritual  guide  of  Sweet  Honey, 
said  this  about  their  audiences: 
“One  thing  all  of  them  talk  about  is 
that  they  feel  they  are  affirmed. 
Their  values  in  the  world  are 
clearer,  we  somehow  say  you  exist, 
you  are  all  right  .  .  .  When  we  cover 
our  range,  we  don’t  pretend  that 
everybody  is  going  to  agree  with 


everything  we  say. 

“But,  at  some  point,  if  you  sit  in 
a  Sweet  Honey  concert,  you  should 
get  your  name  called  very  clearly.  If 
you  can  stand  having  your  name 
called,  and  in  the  next  minute  hav¬ 
ing  someone  else’s  name  called  who 
you  don’t  like  because  they  don’t 
belong  to  your  group  or  you  belong 
to  warring  groups,  then  you  belong 
in  a  Sweet  Honey  concert.” 

Sweet  Honey  has  been  together 
for  nine  years.  The  group  grew  out 
of  a  Washington,  D.C.  black  reper¬ 
tory  company’s  vocal  workshop 
in  1973.  For  the  first  two  years  of  its 
existence,  Sweet  Honey  played  to 
mostly  black  audiences  in  a  con¬ 
ference  circuit.  After  an  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  Smithsonian  Folk 
Festival  and  a  performance  at  an 
International  Women’s  Year  event 
in  1975,  Sweet  Honey’s  constitu¬ 
ency  began  to  expand  to  include  the 
folk  and  political  communities.  In 
1977,  sponsored  and  coordinated 
by  Holly  Near  and  Amy  Horowitz, 
Sweet  Honey  loured  the  west  coast 
and  played  to  women’s  audiences. 
After  this  introduction  to  the 
women’s  cultural  network,  Sweet 
Honey,  through  its  performances 
at  women’s  events,  has  changed  the 
network. 

Says  Reagon,  “Women’s  cultur¬ 
al  producers  used  us  to,  in  fact,  not 
simply  produce  women’s  concerts, 
but  to  break  out  of  their  communi¬ 
ty.  For  instance,  when  we’re  pro¬ 
duced  in  New  York  at  Town  Hall,  it 
is  not  a  women’s  concert.” 

And  that,  says  Reagon,  is  grass¬ 
roots  organizing.  “It  brings  people 
together  on  a  base  level  who  have 
never  been  together  before,  if  the 
work  is  good.” 

continued  on  page  12 


PIRA  TES!  Plays  On 


PIRATES!  A  musical  voyage  into 

'  the  future.  Written,  composed,  and 
directed  by  Carol  Young.  Produced 
by  the  Cauldron  Experimental 

!  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.,  Boston, 
Sign  interpreted.  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day  nights  at  8  PM  through  March 
.  5.  Women-only  performance 
j  March  4.  Reservations /inf orma- 
•  lion:  542-8575. 


By  Veneita  Porter 
PIRA  TES!  is  an  original  musical 
about  a  group  of  nuclear  holocaust 
survivors  who  have  become  female 
Robin  Hoods  of  the  high  seas.  The 
target  of  their  piracy  is  the  Nukes, 
the  remaining  capitalists  who  are 
trying  to  reestablish  their  tyrannical 
and  destructive  rule  over  the  planet . 
The  leader  of  the  Nukes  is  Gov¬ 
ernor  King.  His  daughter,  Fortune. 


is  taken  hostage  by  the  Pirates  in  a 
raid  on  the  Nukes’  ship.  The 
Pirate’s  ship,  the  Seawitch,  is  run 
collectively  by  an  all- lesbian  crew 
several  of  whom  are  couples:  Cap¬ 
tain  Claire  (Olivia  Casey)  and 
Laurel  (Joselyn  Rose  Willow); 
Adrienne  (Jeannie  Grassi)  and 
Valerie  (Marina  Mikalakis). 


Fortune’s  presence  aboard  ship 
wreaks  havoc  with  these  previously 
monogamous  relationships.  Both 
the  Captain  and  Valerie  are  sexually 
interested  in  the  seemingly  straight 
hostage,  who  realizes  that  this  lust 
can  be  used  to  her  advantage  — 
namely,  to  escape.  Here  the  excite¬ 
ment  begins. 

In  one  very  humorous  scene, 
Fortune  persuades  Claire  to  untie 
her  hands,  ostensibly  for  the  pur¬ 


pose  of  mutual  caress,  only  to  get 
the  Captain’s  weapon  and  turn  the 
tables.  Laurel  finds  the  two  in  the 
compromising  position,  and 
promptly  puts  Fortune  back  in  the 
brig.  This  indiscretion  causes  the 
Captain  to  be  called  before  the 
Blackspot  Council  (an  impeach¬ 
ment  tribunal)  where  she  is  accused 
of  letting  her  sexual  attractions  put 
the  whole  ship  in  danger.  The  Cap¬ 
tain  is  warned,  and  Fortune  agrees 
to  become  a  working  crew  member. 

Fortune  rapidly  becomes  radi¬ 
calized  by  her  experiences  aboard 
ship.  The  previously  naive,  straight 
aristocrat  begins  to  question  her 
sexist  attitudes  and  capitalist  no¬ 
tions,  herabhorrenceof  lesbianism 
and  of  hard  work.  Her  Nuke  ideals 
are  quickly  being  replaced  by 
feminist  consciousness. 

In  the  end,  the  Governor  comes 
to  parley  with  the  Pirates,  sup¬ 
posedly  to  negotiate  the  return  of 
his  daughter.  Yet  King’s  true 
capitalist  colors  show  when  he 
refuses  to  give  up  his  Nuke 
machine,  and  his  guards  attempt  a 
surprise  attack  on  the  Seawitch. 
This  is  the  final  straw  for  Fortune, 
who  votes  with  the  rest  of  the  crew 
to  make  the  culprits  (father  includ¬ 
ed)  walk  the  plank. 

PIRA  TES I  is  an  ambitious 
undertaking  for  writer/director/- 
composer  Carol  Young,  perhaps 
too  ambitious.  The  dialog  between 
crew  members  often  sounds  more 
like  a  Cambridge  group  therapy 
session  than  a  bunch  of  seafaring 
dykes.  Typicallly,  the  women  dis¬ 
cuss  everything:  politics,  class, 
ecology,  monogamy  and  personal 
fears.  This  dogma  weighs  heavy  on 
the  characters.  No  wonder  the  play 
is  2Vi  hours  long!  Clearly,  the  fault 


Arts  on  the  Line 


Ideal  Diner  Art 

“Saddle-Cut 

Please” 


By  Kevin  Porter 

The  Ideal  Diner  is  a  tiny  and  very 
cozy  restaurant  on  Fluntington 
Avenue,  facing  and  somewhat 
dwarfed  by  the  Copley  Place  con¬ 
struction  area.  Robert,  the 
restaurant’s  owner  and  originator 
describes  it  as  “Boston’s  only  open¬ 
ly  gay  owned  restaurant.”  The 
menu  is  subject  to  change  because 
Robert  likes  to  shop  around  for  a 
good  deal.  In  this  way  he  can  best 
serve  his  objective:  providing 
gourmet  food  at  reasonably  low 
prices.  This  however  is  not  his  only 
objective. 

Robert  is  a  man  who  voices  some 
strong  convictions.  The  business 
openly  participated  in  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  March  last  year. 
“Society  as  a  whole,”  he  says, 
“only  sees  the  racy  side  of  the  gay 


lifestyle,  via  the  media.  The  Ideal 
Diner  exists  to  thwart  the  stereo¬ 
typical  image  of  homosexuals  and 
lesbians  as  bar  Hies.” 

“Living  openly  gay  isn’t  a  state¬ 
ment;  it’s  one’s  right!” 

Part  of  the  Ideal  Diner’s  image  is 
the  wall  space  that  features  a  small 
gallery  artworks.  The  gallery  is 
Robert’s  way  of  thanking  his 
patrons  and  the  community  by  sub¬ 
sidising  its  artistic  endeavor. 

Robert  allows  non-gay  artists  to 
exhibit  in  his  restaurant,  as  well, 
but  stresses  that  work  be  “non¬ 
offensive.”  He  says  he’s  had  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  past  with  some  patrons 
who  take  offense  to  any  statement 
of  proclaimed  sexuality.  Non¬ 
offensive  on  the  other  hand  can 
Continued  on  page  13 


Pirates  from  PIRATES!  contemplate  cards  and  coffee  in  the  kitchen.  Cast 
pictured  clockwise  from  lop:  Robin  White,  Marty  Kingsbury,  IJiane  Fischeler, 
Renne  Sugrue,  Jeannie  Grassi,  and  Marina  Mihaiakis. 


cantankerous  and  down-to-earth 
performance. 

PIRA  TES!  music  is  another 
highlight.  “The  Way  Things  Used 
to  Be”  and  “Acid  Rain”  have  par¬ 
ticularly  notable  lyrics.  And  the 
cast  handles  the  music  quite  well, 
aided  by  the  strong  vocal  leads  of 
Casey  and  Grassi. 

Finally,  the  set  also  deserves 


lies  with  Young’s  script  and  not 
with  actors’  character  portrayals. 
The  cast  displays  a  wide  range  of 
acting  abilities,  adding  variety  and 
richness  to  the  show. 

Leads  Olivia  Casey  and  Elisa 
River  Stacy  are  excellent.  The  two 
have  a  good  stage  relationship,  an¬ 
tagonizing  each  other  and  enter¬ 
taining  the  audience  with  a  lusty 


mixture  of  sharp  tension  and  lively 
wit.  Stacy  does  an  especially 
believable  performance  of  the 
spoiled  aristocratic  daughter. 
Renee  Sugrue’s  portrayal  of  Rigger 
adds  sensitivity  and  believability  to 
the  entire  production.  Robin 
White’s  Doxy  has  the  best  one- 
liners  and  shows  “real”  pirate  salt, 
spice  and  lust.  Scribble,  played  by 
Renee  Burrell,  adds  yet  another 


praise.  With  a  design  that  is  both 
bold  and  innovative,  the  stage  has 
been  transformed  into  the  two- 
masted  schooner,  Seawitch.  In 
fact,  the  Cauldron  collective  has 
recently  done  wonderful  things 
with  the  whole  theater  space, 
adding  a  lobby  which  serves  as  a 
small  artists’  gallery. 

All  in  all,  PIRA  TES!  is  definitely 
worth  seeing. 


Sinwi  E.  Dorl'inan 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


An  open  letter 
to  the  gay  community 
on  hepatitis  B 


Hepatitis  B,  a  serious  disease, 
may  be  sexually  transmitted 

Sexually  transmitted  diseases  among  the 
gay  community  are  epidemic.  Herpes  has 
recently  received  a  lot  of  attention; 
gonorrhea  and  syphilis  are  well  known; 
but  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  recently  issued  a  major 
recommendation  for  the  prevention  of 
another  sexually  transmitted  disease: 
Hepatitis  B.  In  their  Morbidity  and 
Mortality  Weekly  Report,  the  CDC  stated: 
“Susceptible  homosexually  active  males 
should  be  vaccinated  [against  hepatitis  B] 
regardless  of  their  age  or  duration  of  then- 
homosexual  practices.” 

Gay  men  are  at  a  high  risk  of 

contracting  hepatitis  B 

In  one  study,  from  51%  to  76%  of  3,816 
gay  men  seen  in  five  sexually  transmitted 
disease  clinics  had  evidence  of  past  or 
present  hepatitis  B  infection.  Once 
infected,  there’s  a  6%  to  10%  chance  of 
becoming  a  carrier— capable  of  passing 
on  the  virus.  The  CDC  estimated  there 
are  nearly  1  million  carriers  in  the  United 
States  and  that  100,000  of  these  carriers 
are  gay  men. 


The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be 
passed  on  by  contact  with 
contaminated  body  fluids 

such  as  saliva,  urine,  semen,  and  blood. 
The  hepatitis  B  virus  can  be  transmitted 
through  tiny  breaks  in  the  skin  or  contact 
with  mucous  membranes.  This  can  occur 
during  intimate  sexual  contact  and  can 
lead  to  hepatitis  B  for  the  partner  of  an 
infected  person.  Although  most  patients 
recover  and  over  half  contracting 
hepatitis  B  do  not  get  symptoms,  there  is 
no  specific  treatment  and  no  known  cure 
for  hepatitis  B  infections. 

Hepatitis  B  may  lead  to  even 
more  serious  complications 

For  those  who  do  get  symptoms  of 
hepatitis  B,  a  mild  or  severe  “flu-like” 
sickness  may  continue  for  weeks  or 
months.  Ten  percent  of  all  infections 
become  long  lasting  (chronic)  with 
potential  complications  that  are 
sometimes  more  serious  than  those  of 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases.  The 
serious  complications  include  the  chronic 
carrier  state,  chronic  active  hepatitis, 
chronic  persistent  hepatitis,  cirrhosis,  and 
even  cancer  of  the  liver.  Every  year 
almost  4,000  carriers  die  of  cirrhosis.  In 
addition,  carriers  have  a  risk  273  times 
greater  than  that  of  the  general 
population  of  contracting  a  usually  fatal 
form  of  liver  cancer. 


Now  this  serious  sexually 
transmitted  disease  is  usually 
preventable  by  vaccination  with 
the  new  hepatitis  B  vaccine 

After  more  than  a  decade  of  research  and 
development,  a  new  vaccine  is  available 
for  prevention,  not  treatment,  of  hepatitis 
B.  In  clinical  studies,  the  vaccine  was 
highly  effective  in  preventing  hepatitis  B 
infection  and  was  generally  well 
tolerated.  No  serious  adverse  reactions 
occurred  in  these  studies. 

The  vaccination  regimen  consists  of  a 
series  of  three  injections,  the  first  two  a 
month  apart  and  the  third,  six  months 
after  the  first.  To  be  effective,  the  vaccine 
must  be  given  before  a  person  gets 
hepatitis  B.  The  vaccine  helps  prevent  the 
disease:  It  is  not  effective  as  a  treatment. 

We  suggest  that  you  consult  your  doctor 
to  determine  if  you  should  be  vaccinated. 

For  more  information 
about  hepatitis  B  and  the 
vaccine  to  prevent  it,  contact 
your  doctor,  clinic,  or  the 
American  Liver  Founda¬ 
tion.  998  Pompton  Avenue, 
Cedar  Grove,  NJ  07009 
(201)857-2626. 


This  message  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public  service  by 
The  American  Liver  Foundation 


Why  you  should  consult  your  doctor  or  clinic 

The  vaccine  helps  protea  against  infeaion  caused  by 
hepatitis  B  virus.  This  virus  is  an  important  cause  of  viral 
hepatitis,  a  disease  mainly  of  the  liver.  Even  mild  forms  of 
this  disease  may  lead  to  serious  complications  and 
aftereffeas,  including  liver  cancer.  There  is  no  specific 
treatment  for  viral  hepatitis. 

Vaccination  is  recommended  for  persons  who  have  a 
higher  risk  of  becoming  infeaed  with  hepatitis  B  virus 
because  of  frequent,  close  contaa  with  infeaed  people  or 
exposure  to  body  fluids  from  such  people.  It  will  not 


protect  against  hepatitis  caused  by  viruses  other  than 
hepatitis  B  virus. 

No  serious  adverse  reactions  were  reported  in  over 
6,000  individuals  receiving  the  vaccine  in  clinical  trials. 
The  most  frequent  reaaion  was  soreness  at  the  point  of 
injeaion;  less  common  local  reactions  included  redness, 
swelling,  warmth,  or  formation  of  a  hard,  lumplike  spot. 
The  local  effeas  were  usually  mild  and  lasted  no  more 
than  2  days  after  vaccination.  Occasionally,  low-grade 
fever  (less  than  101  °F)  occurred.  When  it  did,  it  usually 
lasted  no  longer  than  48  hours  following  vaccination.  In 


rare  cases,  fever  over  102  °F  was  reported. 

More  generalized  complaints  including  malaise, 
fatigue,  headache,  nausea,  dizziness,  muscle  pain,  and 
joint  pain  were  reported  infrequently.  Rash  was  reported 
rarely.  As  with  any  vaccine,  broad  use  may  reveal 
additional  adverse  reactions. 

Your  doaor  or  clinic  knows  what  special  care  must 
be  taken  when  administering  the  vaccine  and  in 
determining  who  should  receive  the  vaccine.  The  vaccine 
is  not  intended  for  persons  who  are  allergic  to  any  of  its 
components. 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

•You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screeing  and  vaccine. 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

12  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


&  nos 

■non-  sexist" 
TASS  OVER. 

#agaei.a.k. 

In  HEBREW/ENGLISH 
and  transliteration 

$3.75  /Hagadah 

includes  postage 

546  59th  St. 

Oakland,  CA  94609 _ 


Have  a  Question? 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
HOTLINE 

6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
426-9371 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 


45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


For  Women 
Toward  WHOLENESS 
A  Group  for  Personal  and 
Spiritual  Growth 
Psychosynthesis  Meditation 
Womancraft  March  8-April  26 
Tuesdays  7-9:30pm 


Holly  Bishop,  M.Ed. 
Jamaica  Plain  522-7620 


Odyssey 

Continued frontpage  7 
found  that  it  was  a  lie.  Then  1  in¬ 
vestigated  the  rest  of  her  stories.  I 
also  tried  to  retrieve  money  she  had 
borrowed;  oddly  enough,  she  came 
through  with  most  of  that.  (She  had 
simply  borrowed  it  from  a  tresh 
victim.) 

She  left  women  miserable  all  over 
the  city.  Her  special  prey  were  the 
newly  “out,”  not  necessarily  young 
women,  but  definitely  inexperi¬ 
enced  women.  They  fell  for  her  like 
a  ton  of  bricks.  She  was  dashing 
and  dapper.  She  swaggered  when 
she  walked  and  she  wore  beautiful¬ 
ly  tailored  clothes.  Oh  yes,  she  was 
a  very  cool  number.  But  I  finally 
got  her  number  and  would  have 
had  her  prosecuted  if  I  hadn’t  been 
an  American  and  in  a  vulnerable, 
position.  She  was  probably  very 
sure  of  that  and  she  chose  her  vic- 
tintes  carefully. 

Only  one  of  the  many  people  1 
knew  personally  ever  took  her  to 
court,  and  I  don’t  know  if  she  suc¬ 
ceeded.  Satana  could  be  con¬ 
vincingly  innocent.  They  all  can, 
these  con-folks.  These  nasty 
creatures  masquerading  as  your 
friends,  confidants,  lovers. 

As  if  my  husband  and  Satana 
weren’t  enough,  I  got  taken  yet 
again  by  another  winner  while  we 
were  still  in  Canada.  My  sother  and 
I  were  compelled  to  leave  our  apart¬ 
ment  in  Canada  to  return  for  a 
medical  emergency  to  New  York. 
Shortly  before  we  left  we  met  a 
woman  through  the  organization 
we  both  belonged  to.  She  seemed  a 
nice  person,  but  no  one  1  would 
have  felt  any  great  affection  for. 
However,  she  told  me,  rather 
casually,  as  if  the  story  were  not 
really  the  point,  that  her  lover  had 
kicked  her  otit  of  their  apartment 
and  she  was  sleeping  in  the  park. 

How  did  old  one-horn  respond? 
1  invited  her  to  stay  at  our  place  in 
our  absence.  I  really  can’t  under¬ 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Re.1l  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  0211b 
617-426-2020 


mmmmmmmsm 


David  Bellville 
AND  ASSOCIATES 


career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 

Copley  Sq.  (61 7)  739-7803 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


TAX  PREPARATION 
AND  PLANNING 

FINANCIAL  COUNSELING 


© 


MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

8  RICHARD  AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02140 
492-4234 


healthy  teeth 


they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


stand  that  mistake,  but  1  made  it. 
And  it  turned  out  to  be  a  beaut. 
When  we  returned  from  New  York 
the  apartment  was  a  total  disaster. 
Everything  was  a  mess;  our  bed 
linens  were  missing;  the  couch  was 
burn-damaged  and  so  was  the  living 
room  floor.  The  neighbors  were 
furious  because  the  place  had  had 
traffic  day  and  night  and  it  was  very 
noisy.  Our  “friend,”  had  used  our 
home  for  a  bawdy  house  or  worse. 

It  was  a  horrifying  experience,  but 
it  was  the  last  time  we  were  taken  in 
by  a  con-person,  though  not  the 
last  time  we  met  one. 

I  had  finally  caught  on.  My  inner 
voice  had  come  on  full  volume  and 
stayed  on,  so  that  whenever  1  came 
in  contact  with  a  con-person  after 
that,  1  recognized  him/her.  There 
have  been  a  couple  of  interesting 
types  in  Boston,  not  close  personal 
friends.  Our  fall-guy  days,  1  trust, 
are  gone  forever,  though  1  do  not 
claim  to  be  so  smart  that  no  one 
could  ever  fool  me  again.  1  am 
simply  on  the  alert,  and  I  have 
become  rather  more  cautious  than  1 
once  was. 

In  these  columns  I  tend  to  write 
whatever  1  think  may  be  of  interest 
to  readers  1  don’t  even  know,  so,  in 
effect,  1  am  always  shooting  in  the 
dark.  1  am  writing  these  particular 
columns  because  my  sother  sug¬ 
gested  thim,  and  because  1  have 
been  sickened  to  see  people  I  care 
about  preyed  upon  by  con-people.  1 
am  writing  this  on  the  knowingly 
slim  chance  that  what  1  say  will  set 
off  voices  in  other  people's  heads 
and  perhaps  save  them  some  pain. 
In  order  to  accomplish  my  ends,  I 
have  revealed  my  own  vulner¬ 
abilities  to  con-people. 

In  my  next  effort  1  shall  try  to 
give  some  helpful  hints  on  recogni¬ 
tion  of  con-people  in  your  life  and 
how  to  deal  with  the  inevitable  pain 
and  shock  of  such  discovery. 


Bernice  Reagon 
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At  a  Sweet  Honey  concert,  I  can¬ 
not  help  but  feel  like  I  am  riding  a 
wave  of  people’s  power.  So  strong 
is  the  sense  of  connection  with 
other  audience  members  and  our 
place  in  the  world  that  I  imagine  I 
will  walk  out  of  the  hall  and  out  in¬ 
to  a  world  where  no  one  struggles 
under  the  stigma  of  race  or  class  or 
sex  or  sexual  orientation. 

Asked  if  the  unwhite,  unrich, 
unstraight,  unmale  and  unem¬ 
ployed  will  pull  themselves  to¬ 
gether,  Reagon  said,  “I  have  no 
idea  .  .  .  The  work  of  this  period 
for  me  is  not  to  speculate  on 
whether  it’s  going  to  come 
together,  but  to  in  fact  talk  about 
the  act  of  coalescing,  the  act  of 
reaching  outside  your  boundaries 
and  the  way  you  can  do  that 
without  ever  leaving  who  you  are. 
When  I  am  on  the  stage,  if  I  am 
courageous  enough  to  tell  the  truth 
about  who  I  am,  I  can  generally 
touch  many  people  who  would  not 
normally  think  that  we  are  the  same 
in  some  way.  There  is  a  way  to 
reach  out  and  touch  other  people 
without  jeopardizing  your  founda¬ 
tions.  It  is  possible  to  go  into  a 
hostile  group  and  be  in  coalition 
without  totally  losing  yourself.  We 
prove  it  every  time  we,  as  a  group  of 
black  women,  go  into  white  groups. 
We  are  able  to  be  against  racism 
and  try  to  maintain  the  connection 
that  we  share.  It’s  a  very  important 
lesson.” 

Reagon  says  that  to  change  the 
socialization  process  through  which 
we  become  so  self-centered  that  we 
have  no  reason  to  know  anyone  but 
ourselves  is  the  key  to  coalition¬ 
building  and  social  change.  But  giv¬ 
ing  up  self-centeredness  is  not  the 


You  can  gel  Ihe  Hepatitis  B  vaccine  and  more  information  in  Boston  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  (267-7573),  Harvard  Community  Health  (661-5400)  or  by  calling  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  (727-2700).  In  other  areas,  call  your  local  Department  of  Public  Health. 


same  as  giving  up  ourselves  and  oui 
power  to  name  ourselves.  “Every 
one  wants  to  call  us  feminists.  W( 
say  we’re  black  women,  do  not  cal 
us  anything  else.  And  these  twistec 
people,  they  said,  ‘What’s  wronj 
with  feminists?’  There’s  nothing 
wrong  with  it,  it’s  not  our  word 
You  do  not  name  us,  we  namt 
ourselves. 

“When  those  women  embracec 
us,  they  had  to  swallow  that  the) 
couldn’t  turn  us  name-wise  intc 
who  they  were.  And  it  expanded  the 
whole  picture.  Every  time  you  dc 
that,  you  exist  a  little  more  and  yoc 
express  the  fact  that  someone  else 
has  the  right  to  exist.” 

Reagon’s  musical  roots  are  deep 
in  southern  black  religious  music, 
“I  use  black  traditional  choral 
unaccompanied  song  style.  1  am 
basically  a  song  leader,  in  that  1 
start  a  song  and  I  need  somebody  tc 
answer.” 

When  Bernice  Reagon  starts  a 
song,  she  is  answered  by  the  four 
other  women  of  Sweet  Honey. 
They  join  voices  to  create  some  ol 
the  most  beautiful  and  powerful 
harmonies  1  have  every  heard.  With 
only  a  few  African  percussion  in¬ 
struments  to  accompany  them, 
Sweet  Honey  has  five  times  guided 
Boston  audiences  through  the  nam¬ 
ing  of  each  other  and  the  expansion 
of  our  community.  If  we  can’t 
dance,  we  might  not  choose  revolu¬ 
tion,  but  if  we  don’t  dance  well  with 
each  other  and  soon,  there  won’t  be 
any  revolution  to  choreograph. 

Tickets  for  Sweet  Honey  in  the 
Rock  are  available  at  Glad  Day 
Books  and  Concert  Charge  in 
Boston,  Red  Book  and  Out  oj 
Town  News  in  Cambridge  and  at 
the  door  of  the  Strand  Theatre,  543 
Columbia  Road  in  Dorchester.  The 
concert  begins  at  8pm.  Refresh¬ 
ment  sales  and  a  raffle  of  crafts 
made  by  women  prisoners  will 
benefit  Aid  to  Incarcerated 
Mothers.  For  more  information, 
call  547-1378. 
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Film _ 

Stcitionmaster's  Wife 


of  the  Bourgeosie 


Boredom 

The  Slalionmasler’s  Wife 
(Bolwieser).  W  ritten  and  directed 
by  Rainer  Werner  Fassbinder. 
Adapted  front  the  novel  Bolwieser 
by  Oskar  Maria  Graf.  With 
Elisabeth  Trissenaar,  Kurt  Raab, 
Bernhard  Helfrieh,  Udo  Keir.  At 
the  Sack  Beacon  Hill. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
The  twists  and  ironies  of  gav  film¬ 
maker  Rainer  Werner  Fassbinder’s 
continuing  career  are  beginning  to 
sound  like  one  of  his  movies.  Hav¬ 
ing  died  at  the  peak  of  his  artistic- 
life  he  left  several  unreleased  major 
features,  a  great  number  of  little 
known  earlier  films  and  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  television 
work.  Although  his  early  career 
was  met  with  critical  indifference, 
his  posthumous  reputation  is  grow¬ 
ing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Lola  and 
Veronika  Voss  are  being  hailed  as 
masterpieces  by  the  same  critics 
who  either  ignored  or  dismissed  his 
earlier,  more  challenging  work.  The 
Slalionmasler’s  Wife  is  the  first  of 
the  Fassbinder  backlog  released  in 
this  country  and  is  riding  on  the 
high  critical  acclaim  of  the  now 
burgeoning  Fassbinder  cull.  The 
film  isn’t  terrible,  but  the  praise  be¬ 
ing  heaped  upon  it  seems  a  little  bit 
out  of  proportion  to  the  modest, 
not  very  ambitious  film  it  is. 

Originally  a  two-part,  three  hour 
movie  made  for  German  l'\-  The 
Stationinaster’s  Wife  was  edited 
down  by  Fassbinder  to  a  little  under 
two  hours  for  cinematic  release. 
Yet  even  this  cut-rate  version  is  fill¬ 
ed  with  too  much  dead  space.  A 
meticulous  depiction  of  petit 
bourgeois  manners,  adultery  and 
revenge  in  1920s  Bavaria,  the  movie 
tries  to  be  a  combination  Madame 
Bovarv  and  Blue  Angel.  Xavier 
Bolwieser  (Kurt  Raab)  is  a  small, 
propriety  minded  stationmasier 
who  is  overly  in  love  with  his 
beautiful  wife,  Hanni  (Elisabeth 
Trissenaar).  She  is  both  annoyed 
and  bored  by  their  restricted  life 
and  has  an  affair  with  the  town 
butcher,  Merkl  (Bernhard 
Helfrieh).  The  entire  town  knows 
of  the  affair  and  laughs  in  the  un¬ 
suspecting  Bolwieser’s  face. 
Though  not  exactly  stupid,  he  is  so 
bound  to  his  social  and  class  no¬ 
tions  that  he  refuses  to  see  the  truth 
and  allows  Hanni  and  Merkl  to  talk 
him  into  suing  the  gossips  for 
slander.  They  win  the  court  case 
and  all  is  well  until  Hanni,  still 
bored,  takes  up  with  the  town  hair¬ 
dresser,  Sehafftaler  (Udo  Kier).  In 
a  fit  of  jealousy  Markl  informs  the 
police  that  Bolwieser  is  sentenced  to 
jail  while  Hanni  runs  off  with  her 
new  lover. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  what  has 
been  lost  in  paring  the  film  down 
from  the  original  version  but  you 

Diner  Art 

Continued  from  page  10 
mean  art  that  is  so  mundane  that  it 
hardly  says  more  to  the  viewer  than 
the  walls  that  surround  it. 

The  artist  presently  featured  at 
Ideal  Diner  is  James  Broussard.  His 
exhibit  is  divided  into  two  shows. 
The  first  which  is  now  down  was  a 
group  of  ink  drawings  which  were 
for  the  most  part,  well-skilled  and 
picturesque.  The  second  show  now 
on  exhibit  is  a  group  of  Jim’s  oil 
paintings. 

In  interview,  Jim  described  his 
drawings  as  “controlled”  and  “ex¬ 
acting.”  His  oil  paintings .  .  .  “are 
freer;  they  happen  more  and  there’s 
more  time  to  think.”  The  paintings 
also  give  the  viewer  something  to 
think  about.  They  focus  on  the  in¬ 
teraction  between  customers  and 
waiters  in  a  restaurant  setting. 
What  they  end  up  saying  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  everyday  frictions 
between  those  in  a  position  ot 
power  and  those  who  must  submit. 
The  rules,  the  values,  the  morals  are 
set.  The  subjects  in  this  case, 
waiters,  must  act  programmed, 
almost  like  robots. 


can  see  why  Fassbinder  would  have 
liked  the  material:  anti-bourgeois 
sentiments  and  exposing  corruption 
and  hypocrisy  of  both  individual 
and  society  have  always  been  favor¬ 
ite  themes.  Yet,  the  problem  is  that 
The  Stationmaster’s  Wife  doesn’t 
have  much  more  going  for  it. 
Rather  cold  and  ironical  (though  in 
a  sort  of  cheap,  facile  way)  neither 
the  film  nor  the  director  much  likes 
any  of  the  characters.  There  is  no 
underlying  sympathy  in  the  movie. 
Fassbinder  seems  to  have  an 
amused  contempt  for  the 
characters  and  while  he  never  con¬ 
demns  Hanni  for  her  behavior  (thus 
making  her  an  evil  woman)  neither 
does  he  exonerate  her  (thus  con¬ 
demning  the  town’s  corrupt  moral 
code).  He  seems,  at  best,  fairly  in¬ 
different. 

Fassbinder’s  constant  reworking 
of  heterosexual  topics  in  films  is 
relieved  somewhat  by  his  vision  as  a 
queer  outsider  looking  in  and 
dissecting  such  cultural  “norms.” 
The  Slalionmasler’s  Wife  is  no  ex¬ 
ception,  bui  his  message  about  the 
destructiveness  of  petit  bourgeois 
institutions  —  in  this  case,  marriage 
—  has  worked  better  before.  His 
1974  Efji  Briest  (with  Hanna 
Schygulla)  was  a  more  potent  ex¬ 
amination  of  how  a  person  can  col¬ 
lude  with  social  strictures  to  bring 
about  his  or  her  own  destruction. 
The  sympathy  that  is  inherent  in 
EJfi,  and  missing  from  Station- 
master,  is  what  allows  us  to  derive 
any  satisfaction  or  moral  from  the 
film.  Although  close  to  EJfi  Briest 
in  subject  matter,  visually,  and  in 
its  detached  tone,  it  is  much  closer 
to  Despiar  made  later  that  same 
year.  Using  the  same  photographer 
(Michael  Ballhaus)  Fassbinder  has 
created  a  sharp,  crystal  clear,  world 
of  objects.  We  are  always  looking 
through  windows  and  in  mirrors  so 
that  everything  seems  to  have  an  icy 
coating  over  it  and  often,  the  ac- 


Jim  not  surprisingly  has  been  a 
waiter  for  years.  The  restaurant 
he’s  worked  in  are  of  the  upper 
crust  type. 

“I’ve  always  been  fascinated 
with  service  as  others  enjoy.” 
Broussard savs,“t he  waiter  is  a  sym¬ 
bol.  He  can  mean  any  number  of 
things  to  a  customer.  Some 
customers  come  m  to  watch  the 
waiter  at  work.  Others  come  in  just 
to  be  served.”  Broussardgivesus  an 
unusual  look  ai  a  situation  we 
either  don’t  think  much  about  or 
find  a  lot  to  empathize  with.  You 
might  not  get  the  message  from  the 
work  right  away.  If  you’ve  never 
“been  there”  you  might  find  the 
paintings  simply  odd,  but  in¬ 
teresting  and  colorful  views  of  din¬ 
ing  out.  But  what  there  is  to  be 
found  is  one  person’s  artistic  and 
skillful  interpretation  of  the  class 
struggle  he’s  involved  in. 

One  painting  depicts  a  waiter 
who’s  just  been  fired.  Halfway- 
across  the  lawn,  the  restaurant  still 
visible  behind  him,  the  expression 
of  servitude  is  still  on  his  face,  as  if 


tors  seem  to  take  second  place  to 
furniture,  decoration,  or  even  wall 
space.  Compared  to  the  warm  col¬ 
oring  of  Maria  Braun  or  Lift 
Marleen,  boih  The  Slalionmasler’s 
Wife  and  Pcs/i,,  ha\c  a  coldness 
that,  though  at  times  beautiful  to 
look  at,  reflects  the  sterility  of  both 
the  character’s  lives  and  Fass¬ 
binder’s  relationships  to  them. 

Beneath  its  commonplace  story 
of  adultery  and  small  town  intrigue, 
Lite  Slalionmasler’s  Wife  is  clearly 
supposed  to  be  an  examination  of 
how  the  peiii  bourgeois  mind  can 
self-destruct  and  naturally  lead  into 
a  fascist  mentality.  This  gives  the 
film  a  much  needed  sub-text,  yet  it 
just  doesn’t  work.  The  ironic  and 
faciinou-  lone  of  the  film  cannot 
support  am  larger  meaning  than 
the  basic  script  and  for  Fassbinder 
to  expect  us  to  relate  to  the  film  on 
a  deeper,  political  level  is  disin¬ 
genuous  and  dishonest.  The  film, 
like  its  three  main  characters,  are 
too  attractive  and  too  •.ell-sat isfied 
for  their  own  good.  We  can  only 
give  back  to  a  movie  what  the  direc¬ 
tor  has  already  given  to  it.  W/e  are 
not  likely  to  be  affected  by  disdain 
and  unfeeling  observation. 

The  Stationinasier’s  Wife  is  too 
cold  to  be  moving  or  even  very  in¬ 
teresting  after  a  point.  Fassbinder 
has  always  been  a  difficult  director 
when  he  has  had  something  to  say.  I 
suspect  that  the  critics  who  praise 
this  film  are  impressed  with  its 
visual  beauty  and  also  lair  I-  re¬ 
lieved  that  its  patent.  tairl\  ob¬ 
vious,  anti-bourgeois,  anti-fascist 
message  is  easy  to  stomach.  As  the 
Fassbinder  cult  grows  we  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  seeing  a  lot  of  the  older 
film  (Central  Screen  in  Cambridge 
has  already  announced  his  eighteen 
hour  TV  epic  Berlin  Alex- 
anderplaiz).  Let’s  hope  that  the 
others  are  a  little  more  deeply  fell 
than  The  Siationmaster’s  Wife. 


he  has  not  reckoned  with  his  situa¬ 
tion  yet. 

Most  notable  among  the  draw¬ 
ings  is  a  piece  called  “Saddle  Cut, 
Please”  in  this  piece  Jim  deals  with 
a  regular  customer  who  constantly 
requests  her  lamb  “saddle  cut.” 

In  gourmet  standards  this  cut  is 
reserved  for  beef  never  for  lamb. 
Although  this  customer’s  ar¬ 
rogance  was  a  source  of  anxiety  to 
Jim,  being  a  waiter  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  argue.  In  this  piece  we 
see  the  backs  of  customers  and 
faceless  waiters  in  the  act  of  serving 
the  famed  “Saddle  Cut”  inter¬ 
estingly  enough,  Jim  ran  into  the 
“Saddle  Cut”  customer  on  the 
street  and  decided  to  be  honest  with 
her,  not  only  did  she  admit  to  her 
behavior,  but  offered  to  purchase 
the  drawing. 

Jim  plans  on  doing  sidewalk  art 
in  the  Spring.  If  you  wish  to  see  his 
work,  attend  the  opening  at  the 
Ideal  Diner  on  Sunday,  February 
27th  or  visit  his  studio  at  46 
Waltham  Street,  Studio  #209  in  the 
South  End. 


"The  doctor  of  the  future  will  give  no  medicine,  but  will 
interest  his  patients  in  the  care  of  the  human  frame,  in  dict 
and  the  cause  and  prevention  of  disease."' 


—  Thomas  A  Edison  , 

Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 

at  1330  Beacon  St., 
corner  of  Harvard  St. 
"Promoting  Optimum  Health 
Through  Chiropractic  Care" 
Introduction  to  Chiropractic  Health  talk 
Every  Wednesday  at  7:30  P.M.  — 

Call  for  seating. 

FREE  CONSULTATIONS 
734-7744 


Announces  the  formation  of  two  groups  for  lesbians 

•  ONGOING  THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 

•  SUPPORT  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS  IN  CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIPS  WITH  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

SLIDING  FEE  SCALE/INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

For  information  on  these  and  other  services  please  call 

542-5188 

Formerly  HCHS  -  Established  1971 


Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Licensed.  Clinical  Psychologist 
2  Park  Sq.,  Boston 
339  Salem  St.,  Wakefield 

Individual  Psychotherapy 
Stress  Management  Couples  Counseling 
Anxiety  Relief  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

246-3275 


□  $62  Three  years  ,  □  $15  Twenty-five  weeks 

□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 


(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name _ _ _ 

address  _ _ 

city -  state _ zip _ 

□  New  □  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.  Boston,  MA  02111 

□  I  am  donating  $ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN  _ _ 

GCN  Is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (indiv.)  □  $28  (Inst.) 

□  $160  complete  set  of  vols.  1-7 
All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “ QCN ”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Classifieds 


HELP  MAKE  APRIL  FOOL 
A  HOWLING  SUCCESS 

Put  in  a  sassy  classy 
Be  funny  with  your  honey 
For  just  half  the  money. 

That's  right. 

Join  us  in  a  big  put  on. 
Send  in  a  wacky  personal 
Mark  it  "For  April  fools 
CLASSIFIEDS” 
and  you  can  pay  just  half 
the  regular  personal  rate. 
This  is  just  for  fun 
just  for  kicks 
so  get  in  your  licks. 
Hurry.  There's  not  much  time 
End  of  rhyme 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Sniffles  and  wiffles 
and  woofyly  noses 
And  first  love  and  last  love 
and  bright  orange  roses 
Who's  she  when  she’s  home 
and  met  him  pike  hoses 
and  colds  and  sore  throats 
and  red  running  noses. 

And  all  in  a  flash 

how  my  dear  love  uncloses. 

All  my  love,  Porcupjne. _ 

BENEFIT  CONCERT  FOR  GCN 
YOU’VE  BEEN  WAITING 

to  find  oul  the  details  of  this  wonderful 
event  On  Friday,  March  18,  1983, 
Christa  Rakich,  organist  extraordinaire, 
will  perform  a  benefit  concert  for  GCN. 
Time:  8pm.  Place:  Old  West  Church, 
131  Cambridge  St,  Boston,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.  Donation:  $3/5.00.  The  program  will 
include  works  by  Bach,  Brahms,  Dupre 
and  Woodman.  Don’t  miss  this  tremen¬ 
dous  happening. 

WILL  YOU  BE  PART  OF  IT? 

The  great  April  Fool's  celebration?  See 
our  display  ad  on  the  classfied  page  for 
details.  Join  the  fun.  Who  knows, 
maybe  you'll  get  famous.  Everyone 

reads  the  classifieds,  you  know. _ 

BRANDON  C  —  LOVING  —  TONS  OF 
gay  love  from  Jazzper  with  all  gay 
wishes  for  a  very  gay  eighteenth  and 

many  gay  returns  —  JAZZ. _ (32) 

HEY  BOSS  LADY 

Thanx  to  you  and  yer  gal,  we  gots 
ourselves  a  new  home.  Now  we’re 
neighbors,  lesbe  friends.  Love,  #14. 

ABELLA 

Assassination  is  too  kind.  Let's  think  of 
something  much  crueler. _ 

GWM  24,  5'9",  130  lb,  cute,  intel,  sens, 
masc,  not  into  one-niters.  Into  theatre, 
film  sks  sim  GM  21-30  caring, 
cute/handsome  for  special  frndshp 
poss  lasting  (sexually  creatively 
imaginative)  rel.  Let  &  photo  exchange 
Box  2122  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861  (Near 
Mass  Line). _ 

WEDNESDAY  NIGHT  IN  TOWN 
Eagle  is  still  packing  them  in  "Butts  to 
Nuts"  Chaps  has  no  one  wearing  them, 
but  it  has  solved  its  over-crowding  prob¬ 
lem.  DJ  David  emptied  the  dance  floor 
by  1  AM.  At  Fritz’s  Mark  Smith  said,  "Mr 
Hayden,  would  you  care  to  Waltz  with 
me.  Nice  place  for  loves  and  quiet  con¬ 
versation.  (32) 

BROKE  AUTHOR  NEEDS  HELP 
Have  written  radical  book  on  arrest  &  . 
the  homosexual,  all  from  experience. 
Nd  help  re-editing,  typing  &  to  get  it 
published.  Nd  quick  reply  as  I  may  be 
going  to  jail.  Box  14864,  Chgo  60614. 

Arrest,  etc  made  me  poor. _  (32) 

TO  CINDY  AND  MIKE 
Think  big.  Put  your  TV  set  with  your 
micro-reader  and  keep  the  master  tape 
in  a  safe.  And  how's  this  you  sexist 
creatures:  Gay  sks  gay.  New  to  the 
scene.  Please  help  me  learn.  GCN  Box 

632. _ (32) 

Gay  boy  22  small  thin  blond  into  bi¬ 
cycling  skiing  running  nu  wave  &  rock 
sk  sim  thin  M  for  friend  &  gd  times.  Box 
940  Cambridge  0223fL  _ (32) 

GAY  MALE,  PROUD  BY  CHOICE 
Lustful  but  shy  gay  male,  26  yrs  old 
5'10",  150  lbs.  Straight  appearing,  but 
not  intentionally.  I  may  be  entering 
menopause,  I  seek  friends  &  possibly  a 
lover  w/a  sense  of  humor.  Pis  write  to 
John  R.,  PO  Box  1204,  Burlington,  MA 

01803.  _ (32) 

Do  you  enjoy  affection  &  prefer  a  boy 
friend  over  tricks?  Am  GWM  6',  160 
gdlkng  36,  in  search  of  compatible  GM 
under  25.  Let  s  talk  Greg  267-7422.  (33) 

DID  YOU  READ  PULP  NOVELS? 

LF  history  student  is  researching  les¬ 
bian  image  &  self-image  in  the  50s  & 
60s.  If  you  wd  be  willing  to  talk  abt  feel¬ 
ings/experiences  in  those  yrs  pis  con¬ 
tact  Libby  Smith  305  Prospect  PI, 

Bklyn,  NY  11238(212)789-0340. _ (33) 

Designer-craftsman  (wood),  42,  5'10", 
160,  Cancer,  nonsmkr,  sks  creative 
monog  yngr  prtnr.  No  drugs,  head  trips, 
or  hvy  relig.  Letter  w/photo  gets  same. 
Box  42.  Barre,  VT  05641 .  (34) 

Skiers 

LF  wants  company  to  go  downhill  ski¬ 
ing.  Day  trips,  weekends,  short  vaca¬ 
tion  OK.  Contact  GCN  Box  631.  (32) 

KATHEXIS  ANTHROPOS  COVEN 
Gay  men  s  coven  w/roots  in  Gardnerian 
WICCA  &  Shamanism.  Serious  in¬ 
quiries  welcome.  NYC  &  Seattle  area. 
Box  4538  Sunnyside,  NY  1 1 104  (33) 

GWM  25  yr  old  muscular  Italian  brown 
hair,  eyes,  mustache,  w/hairy  chest  sks 
similar  friend  into  weightlifting  jogging 
&  good  times.  GCN  Box  629.  (30) 
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IPSWICH 

2  yng  prof  GM  sk3rd  to  share  8  rm  hse 
nr  trains  &  beaches;  pkng  w&d  dw 
200/mo  +  heat  &  util.  No  dope,  call 
Rob/Joseph  356-0766  eves  &  wknds. 

Rob,  days:  561-0010. _ (32) 

GM  26  quiet  neat  resp  sks  sim  to  shr 
cln  2  bdrm  apt  in  gd  bldg  on  Green  Ln  nr 
Clvlnd  Cir.  Avail  3/1-8/1  or  perm.  (617) 

734-4647. _ (32) 

2  GM  sk  2  hsmts  for  Irg  So  End 
townhouse  prvt  rm  laundry  good  area. 
$310-320.  Jack  482-3224.  Not  a  sex  ad. 
_ (33) 

Gay  woman  sks  same  to  share  2  bdrm 
house  in  Belmont  on  T.  Pkg,  frplc,  ap¬ 
prox  300/mo  incut  i  l .  489-0624  eves._  (33) 
LFsks  2  F  share  Ig  3rd  fl  6  rm  3  bdrm 
apt  Medford.  W&D  in  kitch.  Nr  Rt  93  & 
60.  Chem  &  pet  free.  Frndly  &  indep.  AvI 
now  $55/wk  Dee  396-2870  aft  3  pm.  (34) 
ROOMIES 

Boston’s  new  gay  &  lesbian  roommate 
referral  service.  No  fee  for  listing.  $25 
fee  for  finding.  Evenings.  731-0332.  (34) 
ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Share  Salem  MA  dplx  w/woman  28,  les¬ 
bian,  healer,  cat  lover.  200  +  .  6  rms,  yd, 
sea  breeze  30  mins  Bos.  No  tob.,  pref 
no  ale.  (61 7)  744-8431. _ (32) 

Co-op  hsld  mixed  L  &  straight.  Sks  fem¬ 
inist  woman  for  Apr  1  open.  Lge  bdrm 
w/porch  lge  hse  nr  Gr  line.  JP  nr  Pond. 
180  +  util.  522-7466. _ (33) 

Friendly  quiet  L  sks  same  for  roomy 
bright  Inman  Sq  apt  gd  for  writer  or  ar¬ 
tist  lots  of  space  no  cigs  200  +  avail 
Ap  1  Jennifer  625-5934. _ (34) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

Psychotherapy  office  for  rent  by  hour. 
Attractive,  newly  furnished.  In  secure 
Copley  Square  building.  Call  739-6381. 

(34) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 
Why  pay  rent? 

Single  Bungalow,  35K. 

2  Family  Pond  side,  55K. 

3  Family  Day  Street,  40K. 

Many  others. 

Jamaica  Plain  Real  Estate  524-5464.(30) 

Dorchester  Mattapan  Hyde  Park: 
Thinking  of  selling???  Call  and  mention 
Gay  Community  News  for  a  free  ap¬ 
praisal  of  your  property.  265-7571.  (34) 

WANTED _ 

Help  needed  —  intel  tal  attract  Go  4 
free  brd  rm  exp  fr  creat  consult,  poet, 
entrepreneur,  attracts  BiWM  35  bus 
train  even  Bx  52,  291  Hunt.  021 15.  (32) 

GOLDWATER  64  —  McGOVERN  72 
Presidential  campaign  buttons  sought 
by  young  collector.  Will  pay  top  dollar 
or  will  trade  some  of  mine  for  some  of 
yours.  Eves)782-0092.  (32) 


WENDY  KINCAID,  Ph  D 
Short  or  long  term  feminist  therapy  for 
lesbians.  Individuals  or  couples.  Insur¬ 
ance  accepted.  Copley  Sq  location. 
739-6381.  (3 3) 


GRANDMOTHERS  HELPERS 
Appliances  picked  up  &  delivered, 
pianos,  basements  cleaned,  near-by  or 
tar  far  away.  Friendly,  reliable.  Gay 
owned  &  operated.  Dennis  641-1234  (33) 

GESTALT  THERAPY  GROUP  —  GM 
Wkly  on  going  therapy  group,  Monday 
evenings  —  beginning  Mar  14.  $20  per 
session.  Insurance  coverage  may  be 
available.  For  info  call  Alan  Robinson 
965-5070. _ (33) 


PSYCHODRAMA 

Group  and  individual  services 
available.  Supportive  therapy  group 
forming  now.  Focus  on  personal  growth 
&  improving  interpersonal  relation¬ 
ships.  Certified  leader.  Call  Neil 

Passariello^MT-VMI^ _ (33) 

the  Tax  Tamer.  436-2583.  Expert  in¬ 
come  tax  help.  Long  forms  or  short. 
Call  anytime  until  8pm.  The  Tax  Tamer. 

436-2583. _ I34) 

ASTROLOGICAL  COUNSELING 
based  on  natal  planetary  patterns  can 
be  an  effective  tool  for  personal 
growth,  self-actualization,  and 
successful  relationships  with  others. 
3-hr  in-depth  personal  chart 

analysis. $50.  585-5478. _ (34) 

LANDMARK  RESTORATION 
All  phases  residential/commercial  in¬ 
terior  renovation/decoration.  Top  quali¬ 
ty  work  at  moderate  rates.  Free 
estimates  265-0348^ _ (38) 

MRS.  EVANS  SPIRITUAL 
READER  &  ADVISOR 
Advice  on  love,  marriage,  business,  or 
whatever  your  problem  may  be.  For 
more  information  call  389-2707.  Open 
from  10  AM  to  10  PM. _  (32) 

COUNSELING  — PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (25) 

LONG  AND  SHORT  TERM 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

For  individuals  &  couples.  Issues  of 
depression,  anxiety,  loneliness,  inter¬ 
personal  skills,  &  sexual  performance 
problems.  Insurance  accepted.  Charles 
Hannagan,  MA.  262-4194  and  leave 
message  if  necessary. _ (26?) 

Custom  Furniture 
Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783-2298  Weekends 

.  _  _  ni/i) 


JLF,  36,  attractive,  therapst,  wshs  to 
meet  othr  LFs  30  +  to  advntr,  explr,  en¬ 
joy.  Int:  sprts,  outdrs  depng  pers,  phys, 
sprtl,  awrness,  thetr,  mkng  music, 
celbrtng,  wmns  issus,  bldng,  healthfl 
living.  PO  Box  25,  W.  Newton  02165.  (35) 

ORGANIZATIONS  _ 

LESBIAN  SOCIAL  ORG 
Lesbian  social  group  forming  in 
Malden,  Medford,  Everett  area.  Both 
couples  &  singles  welcome.  For  info 

GCN  Box  633. _ (33) 

Merrimack  Valley  Gay  &  Lesbian  rap 
session  grp.  All  ages  welcome,  come 
express  yr  feelings,  thoughts,  etc.  Lets 
fight  for  who  we  are.  Info  John  372-5324 
9am-2:30  pm.  (33) 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  ENGINEERS 
LGAES  (Lesbian  &  Gay  Engineers  & 
Scientists)  is  starting  a  chapter  in  the 
Boston  area.  LGAES  is  a  social,  educa¬ 
tional  &  political  group  for  engineers  & 
scientists.  If  you  wd  like  to  help  us 
organize  or  become  a  member,  pis 
write:  LGAES/Boston,  PO  Box  1417, 
Boston,  MA  02117.  _ (34) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St. ,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (c) 


GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities 
include  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Cal3ndar. 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb.  MA  02238. 

GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  US  WITH  OUR  DRAWERS 
We  need  3x5  card  files.  Mike  says  he'd 
like  the  kind  with  3  drawers  across.  I 
don't  know  how  many  down.  You  have 
to  ask  Mike  about  that.  If  you  have  any 
such  items,  please  call  him  at  426-4469. 
This  is  not  a  sex  ad  . . 

FOR  SALE _ 

FOR  THE  LADY  IN  YR  HEART 
Romantic  hand  embroidered  bikini  & 
bra  set.  Made  of  pure  Thai  silk.  Natural 
&  lilac.  Guararteed.  $12.95.  Punch  and 
Cookies,  5010  7th  PI  NW,  Wash,  DC 
20011 .  Prompt  delivery.  _ (32) 

GARGOYLES,  DRAGONS  AND 
CREATURES  OF  THE  IMAGINATION 

Free  Fantasy  Sculpture  catalog 
The  Prop  Dept  Box  1607-G 
Toms  River,  NJ  08753. 

.. _  (8-8) 

APARTMENTS _ 

DORCH:  APT  FOR  RENT  6  RMS 
Sunny  3  bdrm  newly  renovated,  dish¬ 
washer/disposal,  1  blk  Ashmont 
Redline  T  $525/mo  ht  incl.  Refs  &  last 

mo's  rent  265-0348^  _ (34) 

COOP 

49  Symphony  Rd  Co-op  next  to 
Gainsborough  Condos.  1  bdrm,  2  bdrm 
duplex  mnthly  chrg  310  to  486.  Deck, 
garage.  Indry  rm,  garden.  Great  invest¬ 
ment.  More  info  Bruce  266-3433 (33) 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form).  

50  End.  Wore  Sq  great  2  rm  apt  in  safe 

clean  quiet  bldg.  Fresh  paint,  all  util 
inc.  shr  bth  $235/mo.  Day  Bill  720-6766, 
eves  B  i  1 1  or  J  oe  262-8842.  (33?) 

Sublet  in  Allston.  Lg  Studio.  $275  plus  1 
month  sec  (incl.  heat).  Safe  area,  near 
T.  Great  landlord.  731-0537  late  pm  or 
early  am  or  739-0655.  Keep  trying!! 

INSTRUCTION _ 

Trumpet  lessions  —  Jazz,  classical  & 
ethnic  styles;  improv  &  theory.  BM  New 
Eng  Cons  w/honors.  Other  instru's  &  all 
levels  welcome.  Ingrid  783-2412.  Learn 
the  style  you  love  most.  (32) 

RESORTS _ 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Only  all  new  place  immac  perfect  loca¬ 
tion  priv  —  share  bath.  Coffee  & 
cocktail  set-ups.  22  Edgerly  Rd  (near 
Fenway  Comm  Health)  Boston  02115 
(617)267-2262. _ (36) 

ANDREWS  INN 

Four  Seasons  Hotel.  Rooms,  Disco, 
Bars,  nearer  than  you  think.  On  the 
square,  Bellows  Falls,  VT  05101.  (802) 
463-3966.  We’ve  made  it  for  you!  (26) 

THE  RETREAT 
Formerly  Falls  Village  Inn 
A  place  for  women,  rooms  in  an  old  Col¬ 
onial  home.  Northwestern  Conn.  Ski¬ 
ing,  woods,  river,  3  fireplaces. 

Women  owned  and  managed 
For  resv  call  (203)  824-7479. 
_  (32) 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Downhill  &  X-country  skiing  just  min¬ 
utes  from  our  warm  &  comfortable 
guesthouse  —  cozy  rms  for  lesbians  & 
gay  men.  Bed  &  hearty  bkfst.  Spend  a 
weekend  in  Vermont  this  winter.  Dave  & 
Mike  (802)  348-7840, _ (23) 

GABRIEL’S 

For  women  &  their  friends.  Apts  & 
guestrooms.  Open  year-round.  Center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St,  Provincetown 
02657,(617)487-3232, _ (37) 

Buccaneer  cozy  warm  quiet  retreat, 
private  bath.  TV.  free  coffee.  By  beach, 
shppmg  ctr.  McDonalds.  3  mi  No  Rt  1. 
Ogunquit.  (207)  646-2140.  (32) 


BED  &  BREAKFAST 
colonial  berkshire  hospitality 
500  SOUTH  MAIN 
antiques  &  guest  house 
GREAT  BARRINGTON  MASS  01230 
for  reservations  (413)  528-9673 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

(23) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


PUBLICATIONS 

GAY  SEX-EXCITING  NEW  BOOK 
This  book  shows  positions  seldom  con¬ 
sidered.  A  must  for  your  library.  Send 
$4.95  to  Quality  Pub  Dept  106,  Box  542, 
Morongo  Valley,  CA  92256.  (32) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

asst  Business  manager 

Growing  medical  journal  in  downtown 
Boston  needs  a  part-time  person  to 
help  with  subscription  records  &  other 
tasks.  Typing  skills  essential.  Send 
resume  to  Pharmacotherapy,  112 
School  St,  Carlisle,  MA  01741. _ (34) 

HELP  WANTED:  GCN's  advertising 
dept  is  looking  for  sales  representa¬ 
tives.  Flexible  hours.  Commission  on 
all  sales.  Ideal  for  students,  person 
looking  for  supplemental  income.  Con¬ 
tact  Hershey  at  426-4469.  BUT  WAIT! 
THERE'S  MORE  .  .  . 


ROOMMATES _ 

GM  23,  sks  resp  GM/LF  for  furnished  2 
bdrm  apt  on  T  line.  Bed,  desk, 
telephone  in  avail  rm.  Pkg,  nice  area. 
$175  inc  heat.  Paul  567-5114. _ (32) 

2  GWM  sk  rmte  for  bright  newly  renov  6 

rm  apt.  Hdwd  firs,  2  porches,  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  nr  BU  bridge.  $250  +  avail  now. 
Days  Jim  247-5485,  Rick  1-366-1122; 
eve/wkend  576-1144. _ (33) 

3  sk  4th  rmte.  $150/mo  Ashmont  Hill. 

436-8196  eves,  Ken.  (32) 

Savin  Hill,  Dorch  GM  23  sks  responsi¬ 
ble  rmte  for  2  br  apt,  gd  light  &  view.  165 
+  ut(l.  No  smoke  pref.  436-4561.  (31) 

5  LFs  sk  1  Ig  coop  hse  Alstn,  no  more 
pets,  avg  age  27,  T,  pkng,  grdn,  for 
4/1/83.254-0448.  (32) 


JOB  WANTED 

Outgoing  GCN  news  editor  needs  job  in 
Boston  area.  Skilled  in  writing,  editing, 
7  yrs  exp  as  photographic  technician. 
Fluent  in  Spanish,  reading  knowledge 
of  French.  Avail  now.  David,  783-0762. 
_ (c) 

SERVICES _ 

PHOTOGRAPHER  FOR  HIRE 
Marie  Favorito  482-1214.  Slide  shows, 
artist  portfolios,  portraits,  studio, 
special  occasions. _ (c) 

GAY  MEN  S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,  intimacy,  &  'relationships. 
For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  /  661-4070. 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,, 
5th  FI,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50®  for  each  additional  line  Headlines  are  $1  00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4  50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25®  Headlines  50®  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1  00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4  00  for  6  weeks. 
$6 .00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 
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Quick  Gay  Guidei 


WOMEN 


Boston  Area  (617) 

[N  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  Mon  Frl  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178.  Astor  St..  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1.  167  Tremont  St.  Boston  02111 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youthi 
GCN  Box  10GY.  167  Tremont. 

Boston  021 11  497-8282 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  167  Tremont  St. 

Boston.  021 11  542-0144 

Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus  625-3247 

Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750,  Boston  02208  491-8245  or  720-0693 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  #1.  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater.  22  Randolph  St.  524-8575 

Chiltern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St..  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  783-5250  Of  354-1755 

Fathers  in  Transition  (Gay/Bi),  (Ex.Ctr.)266-0621 

c/o  GCN,  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau, 

P.O.  Box  2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

c/o  GCN  Box  5.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project  424-1993 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.. 

Box  401. 104  Charles  St.  Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays 
76  Brook  Hill  Rd.  Milton,  02167  436-5393 

Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118  267-9150 

Watchline  (Fri-MQn  7-10pm)  262-5250 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 

•B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School.  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

'  c/o  GCN,  Box  2,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 

and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq„  Boston  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  179,  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St  ,  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STUDENT 


Brandeis  U.  Gay/Lesbian  Coalition 
Box  2792,  B.U.  Waltham  02254 
Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167  262-2473 

UMass/Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Center 
Dorchester  02125 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  (M-F,  6-12) 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda  255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U. 

Tufts  Gay  Community, 

c/o  Student  Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 


647-4724 


287-1900x2169 
495-5476 
253-5440 
Boston  02115 


WOMEN 


Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  021 38  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 

Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  7 23-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women’s  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-631 1 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x3184 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 


25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA 

742-2100 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Dennis  353-0225 

Fag  Rag 

661-7534, 

Gay  Community  News 

426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 

661-7534 

c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont.  02111 

542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1  FM,  Sun, 

■  1-3) 

Melanie 

494-8810 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

666-0350 

Somerville  02144 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women  s  Center 
169  Boston  St„  Salem  01970 

STUDENT 


996-3341 

745-5873 


Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main.  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus.  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext,  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IN  FORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition.  P.O.  Box  1562. 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton.  01061  586-5979 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
Box  402,  Florence,  M A  01 060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

STUDENT 

Hampshire  College  Ga*  Men's  Alliance 
Box  1355,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 

S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERViCE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139,  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72,  06501;  M-F  8-11  pm  624-6869 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH.  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St„  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce  249-7691 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center. 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective. 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3,  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave.  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 

College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  486-4738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-2488 

STUDENT _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave., 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs.  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale,  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 

W.  Hartford  06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women’s  Ctr, 

5051  Yale  Sta  ,  New  Haven  06520 

RELIGIOUS 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


426-9444 

266-0612 

542-5188 

843-5300 


M  ED  1C  A  L/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  02116 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Mass  Gay  Nurses  Alliance 

P.O.Box  1835,  Buzzards  Bay  02532 
Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

TV/TS  Support  Group 

(Gender  Center)  Martha  666-8280 

Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luwers.  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance.  Fitchburg 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead.  01945 
Survival  Crisis  Line 
So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324 
Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  St, 

Milford  01757 


Rhode  Island  (40i) 


751-3322,  272-9247 
723-0050 
751-3322 
8pm-midnight 
728-9269 
728-6023 
331-2047 

847-7229 


486-8177 

756-0730 

342-5117 

745-3848 

471-7100 

584-4997 

473-3529 


Nashua  Area  Gays.  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  424-3252 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301: 

224-3785.  889-1416. 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays,  140  Kimball  Hill 

Rd.,  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda. 

Box  3541,  Nashua03061  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  228-0493 

Concord  Men’s  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  Joe  224-6931 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612 

Gemini.  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461.  W.  Swanzey.  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235.  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club 

40  Pleasant  St. .  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-852-3311 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261. 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington 
Andrews  Inn.  Bellows  Falls 
Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  CVGM, 

Box  42.  Barre  05641 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt.  Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS), 

Box  703.  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 
Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box  479.  Norwich,  VT  05055  (802)  649-1304  or 

(603)  448-3734 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition.  P.O,  Box  1034.  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center. 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women's  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402 


863-5164 

463-3966 


862-4296 


633-4047 


775-1946 

863- 1236 

864- 7198 


Maine  (207) 


397-4331 

527-3151 


486-2273 


347-9411 

442-7458 


Dignity/Fairfield  County. 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity  Merrimack  Valley,  P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 


Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 
Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671.  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 
c/o  903  Broad  St.,  Providence  02907 
Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 
Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840 
Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22,  77  Ives  St.,  Providence  02906 
Women’s  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St..  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc., 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111  (617)  720-1870.  661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231.  Pawtucket  02861  941-7235 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-9247 


New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoline.  lOam-IOpm,  Concord  224-6931 


WOMEN 


Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435.  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969.499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham.  Box  834.  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense.  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

Lavender  Left  Network 

Box  512.  Village  Sta.  10014  533-4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta..  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force.  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

RELIGIOUS 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple. 

348  W.  14th  St..  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

155  Bank  St.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics. 

Box  1554.  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society. 

GPO  Box  1549.  10001 
Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns. 

Box  2217.  Brooklyn  1 1202  596-3839, 

MCC/NY.  201  W.  13th  St..  1001 1 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294.  10014 

NYC  News.  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native.  429  W.  Broadway.  NYC  10013 

STUDENT 


242-6616 

929-9498 

869-3050 

688-0628 

989-6653 

278-5066 

242-1212 

866-3580 


255-4713 

964-7272 

925-8021 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  498-6556 

AWA  (Male),  Box  746.  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance.  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance. 

Brunswick  0401 1 
Center  for  Being.  Box  45-A 

So.  Harpswell  04079  833-6195 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit. /Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215.  Augusta  04330  773-2121 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
MCC  Portland,  Box  583 
Westbrook  04092 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

New  Jersey  (201) 

NJ  Gay  Switchboard  (609)921-2565 

Gay  Youth,  Box  188,  Howell  07731 

Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  Hudson  County, 

Box  68,  Uptown  Hoboken  07030 
Dignity/Jersey  City  436-6259 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  842-0837 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  07111  420-9482 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  >  735-9714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 

Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07961  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  692-1794 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press.  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032  998-1023 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
NOW-NJ  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

Box  332,  Somerville  08876  246-2747 

Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 

Box  1291,  Montclair  07042  746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

United  Sister,  Box  41,  Garwood  07027  233-3848 


New  York  City  (212) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
132  W  24th  St.,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of 

New  York  226-3861, 875-9187 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  1001 1 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O  Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 

Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
208  W.  13th  St. 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St„  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St. 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall.  Rm  304  10027  280-5113 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr.  Rm  810  598-7056 

M  EDICAL/COU  NSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW.  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012 
Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 

Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead.  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O,  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 


691-6969 


688-0628 
243-8181 
799-9  <32 

473-5713 


(518)462-6138 


332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210 
Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization. 

P.O,  Box  87.  Southampton  11968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester.  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee. 

109  Browns  Rd..  Huntington  11743 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance.  P.O  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453. 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St.. 

Syracuse  13202 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective. 

262  Central  Ave.  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)  427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 

WOMEN 


(516)  324-2468 
(716)244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(315)475-6857 

(518)  465-9246 
(516)  826-0600 
(518)  462-6138 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St., 

Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN 

Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St..  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)  442-5117 

STUDENT/YOUTH 


(516)  791-5565 
Binghamton 

(716)  244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


(91-,,  y 48-4922 


777-7697 


772-0404 


947-0949 

989-6653 


595-1445 

473-5884 


Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Aye.  Huntington  11743 
Gay  People  at  Cornell 
207  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 
SUNY  Stony  Brook  11794 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton.  Box  2000.  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People’s  Alliance,  Box  271,  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie.  NY  12601 


MEDIA 


(516)  549-1619 

(607)  256-6482 

(716)244-8640 

(716)275-6181 

(516)420-2134 

(716)636-3063 

(516)  246-7943 


255-8097 

741-2247 


Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90  1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Long  island  Connection 
P.O.Box  601. 

Huntington  1 1743  (513)673-3795 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  465-0423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)  462-6138 


242-4140 


All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative.  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258, 101 16  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  for  Soc.  Change  of  Nat  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  10012  473-5731 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE 
TO  SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBU¬ 
TION  (S10/YEAR,  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN'T). 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  UA  —  Boston  Alliance  o(  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise,  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave  Sun  eves  7:30  pm, 
DOB  office. 

Framingham, UA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Boston.  UA  —  "Musically  speaking," 
women’s  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boston, UA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  Second  Sundays  2pm.  Into 

(617)  482  6874  or  247  5485 

Boston,  UA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423 

Boston.UA—  "Sharing  Voices,"  a  monthly 
potluck  supper  and  open  reading  for  all 
women  who  write.  First  suns.  Cauldron  Exper¬ 
imental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (near  Dover 
T  Stop).  5pm  lnfo:542-8575. 

Boston.UA  —  Boston’s  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 


Northern  VT/NH—  League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 

New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 

monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801 


Northampton, UA  —  Open  Gay  Men's  Rap 
Group  sponsored  by  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance.  7-9pm.  Peoples  Institute. 
38  Gothic  St.  lnfo:(413)  584-7903 
Nashua.NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Waltham,  UA  —  TISKELION,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  Discussion 
Group  at  9pm,  Usdan  Student  Center 
Conference  Rm.  C.  Info:  Tim  647-4543  or  Box 
2792.  Brandeis  U..  Waltham,  MA-02254. 


tuesday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
1 25-SI 01 ,  Arlington,  MA  02174. 


Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women's  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq./ 
8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info  661-3633 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues  Info  (413) 
442-7772 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691 


Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays  Info:  Box  1614  Orleans  MA  02653 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  rap  session 
and  social  time  Carpools  &  counseling 
available  Info  Scott  or  Joe  224  6931 
Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641. 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde- Stem  Club.  Social/sup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO.  7pm 


Uanchestar,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group, 
weekly  support  group  lor  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  (or  coffee 
and  discussion.  Info:  Joe  (603)  224-6931. 


Jew  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men  s 
'"rum  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
infn  447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 


Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 


Brattleboro.V T  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St  7:30pm 


Wednesday 

Boston.UA—  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write-  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Boston, UA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boaton,  UA  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St.  (So.  End).  Info:  625-3247. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men  6:30-8pm  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St  (near  Auditorium  stop)  267-7573. 

Boston,  UA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  in  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7  30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs  Info:  542  5679 


Bridgewater,  UA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  '  coming  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,-  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm  Info 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.UA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wetf  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 

Hartlord,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting  Hill  Ctr . 
350  Farmington  Ave  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203 

Proviaence,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings  8pm  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, UA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm  InfoDebbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meeting.  7  Temple  St.  (Central  Sq.) 
8:30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
'for  those  whose  "drug  of  choice"  was  other 
than  alcohol. 

Cambridge, UA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ,  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 

thursday 

Cambridge, U A  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-lOpm.  Women's  Center 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  Mothers,  a  new 
support  group  for  women  dealing  with  the 
Issues  of  being  a  lesbian  mother.  Women's 
Center,  1-  6  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  Info:  354-8807 
(Diane  cr  Sandvl. 

Somerville,  UA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Northampton,  UA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  now  forming.  First  and 
Third  Thursdays.  Info:  1413)  586-5979. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group  8-10pm  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 

friday 

BOSTON.UA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  USI)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH¬ 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469,  THANKS! 

Hartlord,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-  n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  :he  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Pittslield,  UA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter..  499  2425 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  s  Men  s  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7  30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion  67  Thorndike  St  Info  Joe  224  6931 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sal  from  i-5pm  for 
youlh  14  21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  I  me  751  3322  (eves). 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm.  Clark  Bldg. 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 
the  first  Friday. 

Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les 

bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Help  I  me  751  3322  (eves) 


David  Storm 


coming  events 

Boston,  UA  —  Gay  Men's  Crisis  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  benefit  for  A.I.D.S.  research  at  the 
Ringling  Brothers'  Barnum  and  Bailey  Circus 
in  New  York.  There  will  be  a  New  York  bus 
leaving  April  30.  Deadline  for  tickets  is  March 
20.  Call  247-0877  for  info. 


Boston,  UA  —  "The  Witnesses"  will  be 
presented  by  the  a/k/a  Theater  Co.  (which 
brought  you  Folie  a  Deux!)  every  Thurs.  Fri 
and  Sat  eve  thru  March  12  at  Longwood 
Theater.  364  Brookline  Ave.  Info:  731-2040. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Being  out  of  work  got  you 
down?  Come  to  a  regular  (esbian  rap/support 
group  sponsored  by  DOB  at  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harvard  Sq.) 
Fourth  Mondays  at  8pm. 


Uanchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men  s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 


feb  27  sun 


Boston  UA  —  Malcolm  X  Speaks, 
accompanied  by  a  brief  talk  on  the  relevance 
of  his  ideas  today,  will  be  shown  at  510  Comm 
Ave.  (Kenmore).  7:30pm.  $2  donation. 


28  mon 

Boston,  UA  —  People  are  Talking  (WBZ, 
Channel  4,  12:30-1:30)  presents,  army  officer 
recently  denied  security  clearance  because 
he’s  gay.  WBZ  needs  an  audience  for  the 
show.  It's  free.  Show  up  at  noon  at  studio. 
1170  Soldiers  Field. 

mar  2  wed 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Women's  Center  informal 
discussion  groups.  This  week's  topic:  Being 
gay,  female  and  forty.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm 
Info:  354-8807. 

4  fri 

Boston,  UA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  trmes. 
And  now  finally  an  intercom  at  our  downstairs 
door  so  you  don't  have  to  call  before  you  get 
here.  Come  anytime  after  6pm  to  our  space  at 
167  Tremont  St.  (Near  Boylston  T  stop). 
Boston,  UA  —  Caldron  Experimental  Theater 
presents  "PIRATES!”  the  story  of  women 
living,  loving  and  fighting  for  suvival  aboard 
the  pirate  ship  Sea  Witch  15  years  after  the 
nuclear  holocaust.  22  Randolph  St.  (near 
Dover  T  stop,  off  Harrison  Ave.)  8pm.  Tickets 
15  in  advance:  $7  at  the  door.  Work  exchange 
available.  Info:  542-8575.  Tonight's 

performance  is  for  women  only. 


Cambridge,  UA  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Student  Assoc,  is  sponsoring  a 
dance  at  Adams  House,  Plympton  and  Mt. 
Auburn  Sts.  9pm-1am.  $2/3. 

5  sat 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Pat  Bows,  Musical  Graffiti, 
comedy  and  song,  at  New  Words  (basement), 
186  Hampshire  St.  to  benefit  Oasis  coffee 
house.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  and  close  for 
performance  at  8  sharp  $5  donation. 

Salem,  UA  —  Conference  on  Gay  and 
Lesbian  History.  Speakers  will  be:  Judith 
Schwartz,  author  of  “Radical  Feminists  of 
Heterodoxy"  and  John  D'Emilio,  author  of 
Sexual  Politics/Sexual  Communities. 
Sponsored  by  Salem  State  College  Women's 
Studies  Program  and  North  Shore  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance.  1-5pm.  College  Union. 
Donation  $2/3.  Info:  745-3848. 

Provincetown,  UA  — 

"Lovers  and  Broken  Hearts  Ball,"  a  fundraiser 
for  Womantide.  a  lesbian  magazine.  Town 
Hall.  9pm-lam.  $3. 

Boston,  UA  —  Cauldron  "Pirates."  See  4  fri 
above.  Tonight's  performance  is  open  to  all. 
Boston,  UA  —  Eric  Rofes,  author  of  /  Thought 
People  Like  Thai  Killed  Themselves,  will  be  at 
a  booksigning  at  Glad  Day  Book  Shop.  43 
Winter  St.  from  4:30-6pm.  The  book  deals  with 
lesbian  and  gay  male  suicide. 


Boston,  UA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  Sugarloaf 
Maine  Skiing.  Info:  John  (617)  275-1336 

6  sun 

Cambridge,  UA  —  WMBR  (88.1  FM)  24  hours 
of  women's  programming  in  celebration  of 
International  Women’s  Day  from  Sat.  at 
midnight  til  Sun.  at  midnight.  Including 
"Staying  Out,”  from  Noon  til  1pm,  a  live  call- 
in  show  for  lesbians,  with  music  and  poetry. 
Call  494-8810. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk¬ 
dancing  at  Phillips  Brooks  House  in  Harvard 
Yard  from  1 -3:30pm.  Beginners  are  especially 
welcome.  Info:  661-7223. 

Boston,  UA  —  Women  Outdoors.  Potluck 
supper  and  planning  meeting.  Info:  Franny, 
776-8650. 

Cambridge,  UA  —  Readings  from  Women's 
Journals  by  members  of  the  Rhode  Island 
Women's  Journal  Writing  Collective, 
including  lesbians  and  straight  women  of 
varied  racial.  ethnic  and  religious 
backgrounds.  New  Words  Bookstore.  186 
Hampshire  St.  from  2-4pm. 

7  mon 

Boston,  UA  —  GCN  Membership  meeting 
Come  talk  abou(  what  you  would  like 
membership  meetings  to  become.  167 
Tremont  St.  6:30pm. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


